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STATISTICAL  SUMMARY  FOR  1913. 


Area  in  Acres  ...  ...  ...  ...  7358 

Estimated  Population,  June  1913  ...  ...  93477 

Population  per  Acre  ...  ...  ...  I2'70 

Number  of  Houses  in  Borough  ...  ...  20041 

Number  of  Persons  per  House  ...  ...  4 '66 

Rateable  Value...  ..  ...  ...£290121 

Id.  in  the  £  yields  for  General  Purposes  ...  £1058 

Number  of  Marriages  in  the  Walsall  Regis¬ 
tration  District  ...  ...  ...  1147 

Birth  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  29'80 

Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  ...  I7‘I5 

Infantile  Death  Rate  per  WOO  Births  ...  15675 

Zymotic  Death  Rate  ...  ....  ...  3'09 

Respiratory  Death  Rate  ...  ...  ...  2'99 

Total  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  ...  ...  145 

Infantile  Mortality  from  Diarrhoea  per  1000  Births  37' 32 

Death  Rate  from  Phthisis  ...  ...  L29 

Death  Rate  from  other  forms  of  Tuberculosis...  0’33 

Percentage  of  Uncertified  Deaths  ...  ...  O'OO 

Rainfall  ...  ...  ...  ...  27'29 
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COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 


To  the  Mayor,  Aldermen  and  Councillors  of  the 
County  Borough  of  Walsall. 

Mr.  Mayor,  Miss  Newman  and  Gentlemen, 

[  have  the  honour  of  submitting  to  you  my  Annual 
Report  on  the  Health,  Vital  Statistics,  and  Sanitary 
condition  generally,  of  the  Borough  for  the  year  1913. 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  belonging  to  the 
Borough  has  increased  by  170,  the  corrected  death-rate 
being  17T5,  in  1912,  it  was  I5‘44- 

The  Infantile  Mortality,  as  calculated  per  1,000  births 
has  increased  to  15675  ^.s  compared  with  I31’64  in  1912. 

The  number  of  marriages  recorded  in  the  Walsall 
Registration  District  has  decreased  to  1,147  from  1,185 
last  year. 

The  School  Medical  Report  will  be  found  as  usual 
appended  to  this  Report,  commencing  on  page  53,  and 
states  in  detail  the  Statistics  of  Inspection. 

Particulars  of  the  work  of  the  Female  Health  Visitor 
will  be  found  on  pages  25  to  28,  and  I  am  pleased  to 
further  record  the  cordial  relations  which  exist  between 
the  Health  Visitor  and  the  homes  she  visits. 
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The  question  of  a  fever  hospital  is  still  engaging  the 
attention  of  your  Health  Committee.  At  the  time  of 
writing,  an  installation  of  a  Steam  Disinfector  is  prac¬ 
tically  completed,  an  arrangement  for  the  destruction  of 
fish  offal  is  in  operation.  I  consider  this  as  no  more 
than  a  partial  temporary  expedient  precursor  of  inevitable 
future  requirements. 

The  delay  in  production  of  this  report,  for  which  I 
tender  my  'apologies,  is  due  to  the  great  disabilities 
under  which  the  Department  has  laboured. 

By  the  death  of  our  Clerk,  John  Shingler,  whose 
early  decease  f  most  deeply  deplore,  the  clerical  side  of 
the  Health  Department  was  thrown  into  a  somewhat 
chaotic  state,  from  which,  owing  to  the  peculiarity  of  the 
work  it  has  not  yet  recovered,  further,  two  new  Inspectors 
who  were  appointed  to  fill  resignations  added  to  our 
difficulties. 

I  desire  to  tender  heartiest  thanks  to  the  members  of 
the  Council  for  the  support  that  has  been  accorded  me, 
and  would  point  out  that  with  the  progression  in  sanitary 
matters,  involving  so  much  conflict  with  the  various 
interests  concerned,  together  with  the  production  of 
hostility,  at  least  in  some  quarters,  makes  such  support 
more  necessary  than  ever. 

To  the  Chief  Inspector  and  each  Member  of  the 
Department  my  thanks  are  due  for  their  assistance  and 
cordial  co-operation  during  the  past  year. 

I  have  the  honour  to  remain. 

Your  obedient  servant, 

HARRY  SHORE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


7 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 

POPULATION. 

The  population  estimated  by  the  Registrar  General 
to  the  middle  of  the  year  amounts  to  93,477- 

Table  giving  the  population  at  the  last  three  census : 


1891 

1901 

1911 

71,791 

86,440 

92,130 

MARRIAGES. 

There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  Marriages 
this  year,  1147  taking  place,  whilst  last  year  1185  were 
contracted. 


BIRTHS. 

The  number  of  Births  registered  in  the  Borough  for 
the  year  was  2,8oo,  of  which  1,443  were  males  and  1,357 
females.  This  gives  us  a  rate  of  29  80,  an  increase  on 
that  of  last  year,  when  we  had  2,732  births,  with  a  rate 
of  29’4i- 

Ninety  three  of  these  births  were  illegitimate. 

The  average  birth  rate  for  the  last  five  years  is  27'65. 

The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  births 
registered  in  the  Borough:  — 


Male 

Female 

Total 

ist  quarter 

381 

340 

721 

2iid 

366 

344 

710 

3rd 

359 

339 

698 

4th 

337 

334 

67 1 

Totals 

1443 

1357 

2800 
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DEATHS. 

The  number  of  deaths  registered  during  the  year 
was  1,592  giving  a  rate  per  thousand  of  the  population 
of  I7’03,  an  increase  on  the  previous  year,  when  we  had 
1,421  deaths  with  a  rate  of  15*30.  If  we  exclude  the 
number  of  deaths  of  persons  dying  in  the  Borough 
belonging  to  other  districts,  and  include  those  belonging 
to  the  Borough  dying  beyond  the  Borough,  we  have  a 
corrected  number  of  1,604,  giving  a  death  rate  of  I7T5- 
The  average  death  rate  for  the  past  five  years  is  15*65. 


Mortality  from  all  causes  at  subjoined  ages  of 
residents  belonging  to  the  Borough. 


At  all 
Ages 

U  ndei 

I  year 

1  and 
under  2 

2  and 
under  5 

5  and 
under 

15 

15  atid 
under 

25 

25  and 
under 

45 

45 

under 

65 

65  and 
upwards 

1604 

439 

133 

1 16 

61 

62 

186 

298 

309 

Number  of  deaths  in  each  of  the  eight  Wards  together 
with  their  population  and  death  rate. 


Ward. 

Population 

No.  of  Deaths 

Death  Kate. 

Hloxwich 

8522 

156 

18-30 

Leamore 

1 1452 

187 

i6’32 

Birchills 

14120 

276 

i9‘54 

Hatherton 

9296 

164 

17-64 

Paddock 

10580 

158 

14-93 

Bridge 

8334 

194 

23-27 

Pleck 

14458 

210 

14-52 

Caldmore 

16705 

238 

14-24 

This  table  doesnot  include  the  deathsof  non-residents 
occurring  in  the  Workhouse  or  in  the  Walsall  and  District 
Hospital.  Residents  of  the  Borough  dying  in  any  of 
these  Institutions  are  included,  and  are  each  put  into  the 
ward  in  which  they  resided. 
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Twenty-one  persons  whose  deaths  are  registered,  but 
of  whom  no  address  excepting  Walsall  could  be  got,  are 
entered  into  the  tables  for  the  whole  district,  but  could 
not  be  classified  into  Wards.  By  referring  to  the  table  in 
which  the  separate  death  rate  for  each  Ward  is  given,  it 
will  be  seen  in  what  particular  part  of  the  Borough  the 
highest  and  lowest  death  rate  occurred. 


Bridge  Ward  has  this  year  the  highest,  viz.:  23*27, 
while  Caldmore  with  an  increased  rate  of  I4’24  has  the 
lowest  death-rate  in  the  Borough. 


INFANTILE  MORTALITY. 


At  the  commencement  of  the  year  1914,  I  reviewed 
the  question  of  Infantile  Mortality,  and  reported  to  your 
Health  Commitee  as  follows. 

“As  pointed  out  on  a  previous  occasion,  the  Summer 
weather  we  experienced  was  much  more  favourable  to 
the  incidence  and  spread  of  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  than 
the  preceding  year.  In  addition,  there  has  been  an 
epidemic  of  Measles,  of  a  particularly  virulent  type;  it 
occasioned  in  all  17  deaths. 

There  were  7  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough.  Possibly 
some  of  these  followed  attacks  of  Measles. 

Further,  my  experience  leads  me  to  presume  that 
some  of  the  cases  of  Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  were 
similarly  sequels  of  Measles. 
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Bloxwich 

I  Leamore 

Birchills 

Hatherton 

Paddock 

Bridge 

i 

Pleck 

1 

Caldmore 

Total 

Death-rate  per 

1,000  Notified 

185-32 

164  68 

167  25 

22426 

146-66 

187-11 

148  71 

131  89 

169  47 

Births. 

DISEASE. 

Measles 

8 

3 

3 

3 

0 

0 

0 

0 

17 

Convulsions 

1 

2 

7 

5 

2 

3 

10 

1 

31 

Bronchitis 

4 

6 

3 

4 

1 

0 

3 

3 

24 

Pneumonia 

3 

3 

8 

8 

0 

5 

3 

4 

34 

Diarrhcea 

4 

4 

6 

4 

4 

4 

6 

4 

36 

Enteritis 

5 

8 

15 

9 

6 

7 

12 

6 

68 

Atelectasis 

0 

4 

1 

0 

1 

1 

0 

3 

10 

Congenital 

Malformations 

1 

4 

1 

0 

5 

2 

0 

1 

14 

Premature  Birth 

12 

4 

8 

9 

7 

4 

10 

17 

71 

Atrophy,  etc. 

2 

3 

17 

7 

5 

6 

3 

6 

49 

Marasmus 

Total 

from  all  causes 

50 

56 

84 

63 

38 

36 

62 

60 

439 

From  the  foregoing  figures  and  the  rates  based  upon 

the  actual  number  of  notified  births  received  by  us,  the 

Hatherton  Ward  has  the  highest  mortality,  and  the 
Caldmore  the  lowest. 


Birchills  and  Hatherton  have  actually  I  and  2 
deaths,  respectively,  less  than  last  year.  The  remaining 
wards  have  an  increased  number  of  deaths;  Bloxwich, 
slightly  more  than  double.  Generally  speaking,  the 
increases  have  been  due  to  Diarrhoea,  Enteritis  and 
Measles. 

I  have  the  figures  wherefrom  to  reply,  by  way  of 
contrast,  with  the  preceding  year,  on  any  particular 
disease,  in  any  ward,  and  shall  be  pleased  to  answer 
such  queries. 

The  compilation  and  setting  out  in  detail  involves 
such  an  extensive  array  of  figures  that  it  would  necessitate 
printing  to  give  the  fullest  review  of  them, 
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In  the  aggregate  the  death  returns  were  as  follow : — 
Rather  less  than  one  in  eight  were  respiratory,  slightly 
less  than  one  in  four  were  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis, 
practically  one  in  three  was  due  to  defects  and  weakness 
at  time  of  or  subsequent  to  birth. 

INDIVIDUAL  DISEASES. 

One  in  every  fourteen  was  due  to  Convulsions. 

Almost  one  in  every  sixth  child  was  premature,  and 
if,  as  in  my  opinion  (a  reasonable  inference),  that  many 
of  the  Atelectasis  and  Congenital  cases  were  also 
premature  it  would  amount  to  one  in  five. 

One  in  every  nine  was  due  to  wasting  and  debility 

Though  there  are  naturally  decreases  in  some 
directions,  and  increases  in  others,  if  the  excess  due  to 
Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  of  77  cases  be  added  to  the  total 
deaths  of  the  previous  year,  the  sum  is  actually  within 
three  of  the  past  year. 

There  have  been  7  deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  as 
compared  with  33  of  the  previous  year. 

Inasmuch  as  divers  malevolent  influences  and 
considerations  are  common  to  many  diseases,  individual 
consideration  of  each  disease  I  regard  as  redundant. 

Other  matters,  such  as  wages  earned,  increased  cost 
of  food,  and  allied  social  problems;  are  not  within  the 
scope  of  this  report. 

After  due  consideration,  I  venture  to  submit  to  this 
Committee  the  undermentioned  points  and  comments 
thereon,  as  being  measures  calculated  to  promote  the 
welfare  of  children  and  reduce  this  mortality. 
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Though  I  do  not  contend  they  embrace  all  matters 
tending  towards  amelioration,  still  I  regard  them  as 
principles  that  are  practised  within  the  precincts  of  an 
up-to-date  Urban  Sanitary  Area. 

The  order  of  their  importance  is  a  matter  for  diversity 
of  opinion,  but  I  have  allocated  them  as  the  result  of  such 
information  and  views  as  I  have  been  able  to  obtain. 

(i)  IGNORANCE  IN  ITS  WIDEST  SENSE. 

This  includes  lack  of  knowledge  of  how  to  rear 
children,  domestic  insanitary  conditions  dependent  upon 
omissions  or  neglect  of  the  occupants,  and  general  know¬ 
ledge  of  housekeeping  in  all  its  details. 

Our  remedies  are  by  means  of  educating  the  mothers 
at  home,  the  chief  consideration  being  a  super-abundance 
of  tact.  The  ignorant  resent  any  officiousness  of  private 
individuals  or  others;  the  informed  do  not  concern  us. 

Our  future  hopes  rest  upon  the  present  system  of 
education.  Personally,  our  experience  in  leaflets  is  they 
are  seldom  read. 

It  has  been  my  earnest  endeavour  to  advocate  at  all 
times  a  conciliatory,  tactful  attitude  on  the  part  of  our 
Health  Visitor. 

Her  work  is  but  imperfectly  carried  out,  and  there  is 
a  strong  necessity  for  an  increase  in  this  staff. 

(2)  THE  QUESTION  OF  HOUSING  OF  THE 
WORKING  CLASSES. 

This  involves  consideration  of  such  matters  as  food 
storage,  proximity  of  collections  of  domestic  refuse,  light, 
ventilation,  and  dryness.  The  general  conditions  of  the 
courts  and  yards  as  to  paving,  etc. 
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It  is  only  too  patent  that  there  is  a  scarcity  of  suitable 
houses  in  the  Borough,  from  which  the  inference  must  be 
drawn  that  there  is  considerable  overcrowding,  known  or 
otherwise.  This  question  is  under  consideration  by  the 
General  Purposes  Committee. 


(3).  POVERTY. 

From  the  information  at  my  disposal,  I  am  satisfied 
that  much  may  be  accounted  for  by  poverty,  from  bad 
housing,  lack  of  clothing,  insufficient  and  improper  food. 

Briefly,  a  provision  for  support  to  the  mothers  during 
pregnancy  and  lactation  on  the  one  hand,  and  milk 
supply  for  the  infants  where  necessary  on  the  other. 


(4)  STORAGE  AND  DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSEHOLD 

AND  OTHER  REFUSE. 

It  is  so  well  known  that  ashpits  and  tips  are  sources 
from  which  certain  diseases  are  spread  by  the  agencies  of 
flies,  in  addition  to  which  they  are  breeding  grounds  for 
flies,  that  discussion  is  superflous. 

I  have  advocated  on  many  occasions  the  substitution 
of  ashbins  for  ashpits,  and  a  destructor  in  place  of  the 
tip  system.  I  do  so  again. 

(5)  I  am  strongly  of  opinion  that  considerations  of 
drug-taking  are  at  the  root  of  many  premature  births,  but 
at  the  best  it  is  a  belief  given  in  good  faith.  Further,  if 
many  are  so  anxious  to  be  rid  of  future  encumbrances,  it 
presupposes  that  some  must  be  callous  to  the  welfare  of 
their  offspring. 
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Speaking  in  general  terms  the  work  of  this  Depart¬ 
ment  has  increased  so  much  of  recent  times,  and  the 
prospect  being  one  of  further  increase  rather  than 
diminution,  considerations  of  the  more  efficient  inspec¬ 
tion  of  sanitary  conditions  generally,  and  a  more  frequent 
and  adequate  system  of  food  inspection  in  particular,  calls 
for  an  increase  in  the  staff  to  adequately  fulfil  these 
conditions. 

When  one  contemplates  the  large  amount  of  money 
expended  in  carrying  on  the  work  of  other  departments 
of  the  Council,  for  the  physical  welfare  and  well-being  of 
the  community,  and  the  disparity  between  these  and 
those  of  the  Health  Department— -that  the  question  of 
matters  affecting  the  lives  of  the  community  is  the  high¬ 
est  claim  on  civilisation  and  admits  of  no  contradiction— 

I  feel  constrained  to  respectfully  urge  that  my  views  be 
endorsed  by  the  Committee. 

It  may  be  argued  that  the  occasion  or  time  is 
inopportune,  having  regard  to  other  matters  under  con¬ 
sideration;  but  I  deferentially  state  that  matters  affecting 
waste  of  human  lives  are  never  inopportune ;  or  further, 
that  my  remarks  exceed  the  scope  of  a  report  of  this 
character,  I  respectfully  maintain  they  are  decidedly 
germane  to  the  whole  question.” 

The  Infantile  Mortality  is  calculated  by  the  ratio  of 
deaths  under  one  year  to  1,000  births  registered,  this  year 
the  rate  is  15675  last  year  the  rate  was  131*64;  in  1911 
152*08  ;  and  in  1910,  1 1477- 

The  number  of  deaths  recorded  was  439,  giving  us  a 
death-rate  per  1,000  of  the  whole  population  of  4*69. 
Last  year  the  rate  was  3*86;  in  igiL  it  was  4*59  and  in 
1910,  3*42. 
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Commenting  upon  the  causes  of  death,  it  will  be 
seen  that  Premature  Birth  accounted  for  71  deaths : 
Atrophy  and  Debility,  49;  Pneumonia,  34 ;  Bronchitis  23; 
Convulsions,  31;  Whooping  Cough,  7;  Diarrhoea,  36; 
Enteritis,  69. 


The  rate  amongst  illegitimate  children  is  354  83. 


The  figures  during  1913  are  as  follows: — 


Number  of  Births 

Number  of  Deaths 

Death  Rate  per 
1000  Births. 

Legitimate  ... 

2693 

406 

15076 

Illegitimate 

93 

33 

35483 

Tableshowing  the  diseases  prevalent  amongst  infants 
under  one  year,  and  the  number  of  deaths  attributed  to 
those  diseases  during  the  past  ten  years. 


1904' 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1 

1908 

1909 

1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Diarrhoea 

102 

64 

78 

52 

81 

57 

29 

83 

»3 

36 

Convulsions 

98 

76 

33 

26 

30 

34 

34 

20 

24 

31 

Premature  Births 

52 

49 

55 

83 

55 

51 

74 

70 

66 

7« 

Pneumonia 

Marasmus 

31 

25 

31 

21 

[41 

37 

34 

26 

35 

26 

33 

41 

34 

Debility 

59 

53 

36 

54 

40 

54 

53 

49 

Enteritis  ... 

19 

20 

35 

18 

15 

H 

22 

30 

14 

69 

Bronchitis 

38 

18 

32 

36 

36 

32 

14 

25 

34 

23 

Meningitis 

9 

3 

6 

H 

8 

6 

5 

6 

9 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

31 

15 

20 

20 

6 

3 

17 

33 

7 

Phthisis  ... 

7 

3 

-  - 

9 

3 

3 

2 

4 

5 

— 

Measles 

10 

2 

— 

13 

— 

5 

I 

— 

I 

19 

Tubercular  Meningitis 

■  — 

5 

2 

4 

5 

6 

— 

4 

;  3 

3 

Tubercular  Peritonitis 

1 1 

5 

5 

I 

2 

3 

3 

4 

1 

i6 

TABLE  IV. 

Walsall  County  Borough.— WHOLE  DISTRICT. 

INFANT  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ages  under  One  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  1  week 

1-2  weeks 

2—3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total 

under 

1 

month 

1-3  months  i 

1 

3-6  months  | 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total 

deaths 

under 

One 

Year. 

All  Causes — Certified 

90 

27 

31 

8 

156 

86 

81 

57 

59 

439 

Uncertified 

•  «  • 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

^Small-pox 

•  •  • 

«  •  • 

Chicken-pox  ... 

.  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

*  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  • 

Measles 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

2 

.  .  . 

6 

11 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

.  .  . 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

... 

•  .  • 

Whooping  Cough 

1 

5 

1 

7 

^Diphtheria  and  Croup  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

Erysipelas 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

... 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

•  •  • 

•  *  • 

•  •  • 

1 

•  •  • 

2 

3 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 
Other  Tuberculous 

.  .  . 

1 

... 

1 

^  Diseases  ... 

leningitis 

•  •  . 

•  •  • 

... 

... 

... 

1 

1 

2 

(not  Tuberculous)... 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

2 

... 

.  .  . 

3 

Convulsions 

5 

4 

1 

10 

7 

7 

4 

3 

31 

Laryngitis 

.  • 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

•  .  • 

Bronchitis 

1 

1 

2 

10 

6 

3 

2 

23 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)... 

1 

1 

7 

4 

9 

13 

34 

i 

Diarrhoea 

,  ,  . 

.  .  . 

10 

13 

5 

8 

36 

1 

Enteritis 

3 

1 

2 

6 

15 

23 

15 

10 

69 

Gastritis 

1 

.  •  • 

1 

.  •  . 

2 

.  •  . 

2 

5 

Syphilis 

1 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

1 

1 

4 

Rickets 

.  •  • 

.  .  . 

.  ♦  . 

.  .  • 

1 

1 

2 

Suffocation,  overlying... 

.  .  . 

1 

1 

4 

2 

.  .  . 

7 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

1 

.  .  » 

.  .  » 

.  .  . 

1 

Atelectasis 

/Congenital  Malforma- 

4 

.. 

4 

1 

9 

1 

... 

•  •  • 

10 

tions 

8 

1 

1 

.  .  . 

10 

4 

•  .  * 

.  .  . 

.  •  . 

14 

J 

1 

Premature  Birth 

Atrophy,  Debility, 

54 

4 

7 

... 

65 

5 

1 

... 

... 

71 

^  and  Marasmus 

9 

6 

8 

1 

24 

11 

11 

1 

2 

49 

Other  causes  ... 

9 

6 

6 

1 

22 

10 

6 

6 

3 

47 

Totals  ...| 

) 

90 

27 

31 

8 

156 

86 

81 

57 

59 

439 

Nett  Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  2,693;  illegitimate,  93. 


Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  legitimate  infants,  406  ;  illegitimate  infants,  33. 
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lY. 


Bloxwich  Ward. 

INFANT  MORTALITY 


1913*  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  I  Year  of  Age, 


« 

Cause  of  Death. 

Under  i  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 
one  month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  i  year 

All  1  Certified 

II 

9 

■ 

1 

21 

9 

5 

5 

10 

•50  ' 

Causes  (Uncertified  ... 

Measles 

I 

I 

2 

2 

4 

8 

Convulsions 

•  •  4 

I 

.  4  . 

I 

.  4 

. 

I 

Bronchitis 

•  4  • 

•  »  4 

... 

.  .  . 

2 

I 

.. 

I 

4 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .. 

*44 

I 

... 

2 

3 

Diarrhoea 

.  •  • 

4  4  4 

I 

I 

I 

1 

4 

Enteritis 

.  4  4 

.  4 

2 

I 

2 

5 

Suffocation,  overlying  •• 

.  4  4 

I 

I 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

I 

I 

■  •  4 

1 

Premature  Birth 

10 

2 

12 

12 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Other  causes  ... 

4 

4 

2 

2 

8 

II 

9 

I 

21 

9 

5 

5 

10 

50 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 


{legitimate  infants  48 
illegitimate  infants  2 


Leamore  Ward. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  i  Year  of  age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  I  week  ' 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 
one  month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  I  year 

All  f  Certified 

13 

I 

8 

22 

8 

15 

4 

7 

56 

Causes  (Uncertified  ... 

Measles 

3 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

*  •  • 

I 

I 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

. 

I 

I 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

.  . 

. 

I 

,  . 

I 

Convulsions 

... 

. 

I 

I 

2 

Bronchitis 

I 

3 

I 

I 

6 

Pneumonia  (all  forms^  ... 

.  . 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Diarrhoea 

I 

2 

.  •  . 

I 

4 

Enteritis 

1 

I 

2 

I 

3 

I 

I 

8 

Rickets 

. 

I 

,  . 

I 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

«  •  • 

•  •  • 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

2 

Atelectasis 

3 

I 

4 

. 

. 

•  . 

4 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

2, 

I 

A 

Premature  Birth 

D 

3 

3 

I 

.. 

4 

4 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

2 

2 

I 

. 

3 

Other  causes  ... 

4 

3 

7 

2 

9 

13 

I 

8 

22 

8 

15 

4 

7 

56 

riegitimate  infants  54 

Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of 

^illegitimate  infan ts  2 
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rriLiBjjE  lY. 

Birchilis  Ward. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  l  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  I  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks  ; 

in 

<D 

<V 

1 

rr 

Total  under 
one  month 

1-3  months  | 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months  i 

Total  Deaths 
under  I  year' 

All  \  Certified 

13 

3 

8 

I 

25 

17 

14 

16 

12 

84 

Causes  (Uncertified  ... 

• 

• 

Measles 

3 

3 

Whooping  Cough 

■ 

•  •  • 

. 

3 

» 

3 

Diphtheria  and  Croup  ... 

. 

•  •  • 

. 

I 

I 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

.  .  . 

... 

I 

I 

Convulsions 

I 

I 

2 

I 

I 

2 

7 

Bronchitis 

I 

1 

2 

. 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

. 

2 

-  .  . 

3 

3 

8 

Diarrhoea 

2 

I 

3 

6 

Enteritis 

5 

7 

I 

2 

15 

Gastritis 

.  . 

I 

, 

I 

Syphilis 

.  . 

I 

. 

I 

Rickets 

. 

I 

I 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

I 

« 

I 

Atelectasis 

4  4 

• . 

I 

I 

.  » 

.  .  . 

•  , 

I 

Congenital  Malformations 

I 

I 

,  , 

. 

.  . 

.  . 

I 

Premature  Birth 

6 

2 

8 

8 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

4 

3 

4 

I 

12 

2 

1 

h 

I 

17 

Other  causes  ... 

I 

• 

I 

3 

I 

I 

6 

13 

3 

8 

I 

25 

17 

14 

12 

84 

flegitimate  infants  77 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  < 

Ullegitimate  infants  7 
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Hatherton  Ward. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  i  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  i  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 
one  month 

1-3  months 

(/) 

rG 

c 

0 

B 

VO 

1 

ro 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

u 

c/:  rt 
JZ  <v 

rc 

Q  ^ 

<v 

4->  C 

0  ^ 
H 

All  f  Certified 

11 

3 

2 

16 

II 

9 

9 

8 

53 

Causes  \Uncertified  •• 

Measles 

2 

2 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

I 

D 

J 

I 

Convulsions 

I 

2 

3 

2 

5 

Bronchitis 

2 

I 

I 

A 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ... 

•  • 

3 

3 

2 

8 

Diarrhoea 

.  •  . 

3 

I 

A 

Enteritis 

I 

I 

I 

I 

A 

2 

Q 

Gastritis 

I 

y 

I 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

1 

I 

I 

Congenital  Malformations 

Premature  Birth 

7 

I 

.  •  . 

8 

.  . 

I 

.  , 

9 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

3 

.  4  . 

3 

3 

I 

7 

Other  causes  ... 

I 

I 

II 

3 

2 

16 

II 

9 

9 

8 

53 

{legitimate  infants  49 
illegitimate  infants  4 
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t'a:bx^e:  iy. 

Paddock  Ward. 
INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  i  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  I  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks  | 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 

1 

one  month 

I-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-T2  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  I  year^ 

All  1  Certified 

6 

4 

4 

14 

9 

7 

4 

4 

38 

Causes  1  Uncertified  ... 

■ 

... 

Whooping  Cough 

' 

I 

I 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

I 

I 

Convulsions  ... 

I 

I 

2 

Bronchitis 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Enteritis 

3 

2 

I 

6 

Syphilis 

.  .  . 

.  .  . 

.  •  « 

,  .  , 

I 

I 

.  .  . 

2 

Suffocation,  overlying  ■■ 

.  .  . 

I 

I 

Atelectasis 

I 

I 

Congenital  Malformations 

2 

I 

I 

4 

I 

5 

Premature  Birth 

4 

3 

7 

.  . 

7 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

2 

'2 

I 

I 

I 

5 

Other  Causes  ... 

- 

I 

I 

I 

2 

6 

4 

4 

14 

9 

7 

4 

4 

38 

Hegitimate  infants  35 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  I 

(illegitimate  infants  3 
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rriLBUEi  iiur. 


Bridge  Ward. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  I  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  I  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 
one  month 

1-3  months 

c/3 

■*-> 

C 

0 

£ 

VO 

1 

ro 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

‘Total  Deaths 
under  l  year 

All  r  Certified 

5 

2 

3 

10 

9 

9 

5 

3 

36 

Causes  \Uncertified  *  ••• 

Convulsions  ••• 

1 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  ■ 

I 

.  . 

2 

2 

w/ 

5 

Diarrhoea 

9 

.  . 

.  . 

.  •  . 

•  •  e 

.  • 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Enteritis 

I 

I 

3 

2 

I 

. 

7 

Syphilis 

T 

I 

. 

I 

Atelectasis 

I 

I 

I 

Congenital  Malformation.*? 

I 

I 

I 

2 

Premature  Birth 

2 

I 

3 

1 

4 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

2 

4 

■ 

6 

Other  causes  • 

I 

I 

2 

I 

3 

5 

2 

3 

10 

9 

9 

5 

3 

36 

(  legitimate  infants  29 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  j 

(  illegitimate  infants  7 
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iy. 


Pl^ck  Ward. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  I  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  I  week 

1-2  weeks 

2-3  weeks 

1 

3-4  weeks 

Total  under 
one  month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  Deaths 
under  I  year 

All  1  Certified 

10 

2 

6 

3 

21 

9 

j 

1311 

8 

62 

Causes  i  Uncertified 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

I 

I 

Convulsions 

2 

I 

3 

I 

4 

I 

I 

10 

Bronchitis 

. 

I 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  •• 

2 

I 

3 

Diarrhoea 

I 

2 

2 

I 

6 

Enteritis 

. 

I 

I 

2 

4 

4 

I 

12 

Gastritis 

I 

I 

. 

. 

I 

2 

Premature  Birth 

5 

4 

.  . 

9 

I 

. 

. 

10 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

. 

2 

I 

3 

Other  causes  .. 

3 

I 

I 

I 

6 

2 

I 

I 

2 

12 

10 

2 

6 

3 

21 

9 

13 

II 

8 

62 

^  legitimate  infants  57 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  ^ 

(  illegitimate  infants  5 
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lY. 

Caldmore  Ward. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 


1913.  Nett  Deaths  from  stated  causes  at  various  Ages 

under  I  Year  of  Age. 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  I  week 

1-2  weeks  i 

2-3  weeks 

c/3 

0) 

(U 

1 

ro 

Total  under 

one  month 

1-3  months 

3-6  months 

6-9  months 

9-12  months 

Total  Deaths 

under  I  year 

All  (  Certified 

19 

5 

2 

I 

2; 

15 

9 

4 

5 

60 

Causes  (  Uncertified 

Measles 

•  •  • 

j 

I 

2 

Whooping  Cough 

I 

I 

2 

Tuberculous  Meningitis 

I 

I 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

I 

I 

Meningitis  (not  Tuberculous) 

I 

I 

1 

Convulsions  ••• 

I 

I 

I 

Bronchitis 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .. 

D 

2 

2 

A 

Diarrhoea 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

4 

Enteritis 

I 

. 

I 

I 

2 

2 

6 

Gastritis 

I 

I 

Injury  at  Birth 

1 

I 

■ 

.  , 

I 

Atelectasis 

I 

I 

I 

3 

•  •  * 

3 

Congenital  Malformations 

I 

I 

Premature  Birth 

15 

15 

2 

17 

Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

2 

2 

4 

.  . 

2 

6 

Other  causes  . 

I 

I 

3 

I 

I 

6 

19 

5 

2 

■1 

27 

1 

15, 

1 

9 

4 

5 

60 

^  legitimate  infants  57 
Nett  Deaths  in  the  year  of  i 

(  illegitimate  infants  3 
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Table  of  deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  with  the 


rate  per  thousand  births  during  the  last  ten  years. 


Year 

No.  of  Deaths 

Rate  per  1000  Births 

1904 

537 

1 78'46 

1905 

391 

141  15 

1906 

440 

J55  72 

1907 

432 

151-20 

1908 

427 

147-80 

1909 

382 

136-80 

1910 

313 

114-77 

191 1 

424 

1 52  08 

1912 

359 

131-64 

1913 

439 

15675 

Average  for  lo  years 

414 

14637 

HEALTH  VISITOR’S  REPORT. 


During  the  year  2,785  births  have  been  notified,  and 
of  these  1,617  have  been  visited. 


The  birth  visits  were  distributed  as  follows: — 


Bloxvvich. 

1 

Leamore. 

! 

Birchills. 

]  latherton , 

Paddock. 

I 

1 

Bridge. 

Pleck. 

1 

Caldmore. 

1 

Total. 

219 

214 

672 

-iZ5_ 

219 

245 

395 

310 

2649 

In  26  of  the  visited  cases  the  child  was  found  to  have 
died  shortly  after  birth,  and  of  the  remainder  175  have 
since  died. 

When  first  visited,  1,400  of  the  infants  were  breast 
fed  and  191  bottle  fed  altogether  or  in  part.  Of  the 
children  who  received  a  second  or  subsequent  visit  a 
further  231  were  found  to  be  bottle  fed,  making  a  total  of 
422  infants  who  are  known  to  have  been  artificially  fed, 
while  the  actual  number  must  be  much  higher  there  being 
no  further  information  in  respect  of  870  cases  which 
received  only  one  visit. 

Of  the  children  who  were,  so  far  as  is  known,  breast 
fed  150  have  since  died,  of  the  bottle  fed  infants  5 1  have 
died. 
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Artificial  feeding  is  not  favoured  by  the  mothers  and 
is  never  resorted  to  unless  the  natural  supply  fails  or  the 
mother  has  to  go  out  to  work.  I  have  never  met  with  a 
case  where  a  working-class  mother  has  adopted  the 
artificial  method  from  choice,  on  the  contrary,  breast 
feeding  is  often  continued  when  the  milk  is  obviously  of 
most  inferior  quality,  with  a  record  of  baby  never  being 
satisfied  and  the  weight  remaining  stationary  for  months, 
so  reluctant  is  the  average  mother  to  discontinue  breast 
feeding. 

The  system  of  weighing  the  babies  each  month  at 
the  Health  Department  is  much  appreciated  by  the 
parents,  and  not  only  those  from  the  poorest  districts,  for 
we  now  get  numbers  of  mothers  from  districts  not 
touched  by  the  Health  Visitor,  who  are  pleased  to  avail 
themselves  of  the  privilege.  We  have  also  had  several 
wasting  babies,  who,  on  the  advice  of  their  medical 
attendant,  have  been  brought  each  week  to  be  weighed. 


MIDWIVES  ACT,  1902. 

During  the  year,  42  midwives  notified  intention  to 
practice,  of  these  only  4  are  trained,  the  remaining  38 
having  gained  admittance  to  the  roll  by  virtue  of  having 
been  in  practice  for  one  year  prior  to  the  passing  of  the 
Act. 


Two  midwives  have  died  during  the  year,  and  one 
has  discontinued  practice  on  account  of  ill  health,  thus 
reducing  the  number  of  practising  midwives  to  39. 

Eighty  two  per  cent,  of  the  total  births  were  attend¬ 
ed  by  midwives  as  against  72  per  cent,  in  1912.  The 
increase  is  probably  due  to  the  fact  that  medical 
practitioners  have  increased  their  fee  since  the  National 
Insurance  Act  came  into  operation. 
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Fifteen  cases  of  Ophthalmia  Neonatorum  have  been 
notified  and  5  of  Puerperal  Fever. 

Ten  of  the  Ophthalmia  cases  occurred  in  the  practice 
ot  midwives,  by  whom  medical  help  was  advised  in  each 
case  and  notification  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health.  All  the  cases  were  slight  and  yielded  to  treat¬ 
ment  within  a  fortnight. 

Four  of  the  Puerperal  Fever  cases  belonged  to 
medical  practitioners.  The  remaining  case  was  attended 
by  a  registered  midwife,  but  no  symptoms  of  fever 
appeared  until  after  she  had  ceased  visiting  and  the 
patient  had  been  up  four  days. 

The  work  of  the  midwives  is,  in  general,  very 
satisfactory;  it  will  be  noticed  that  notwithstanding  the 
increased  number  of  births  attended  by  midwives,  the 
number  of  still-births  notified  is  only  two  in  excess  of 
1912  while  the  number  of  notifications  of  “  death  of 
child”  has  been  reduced  by  three. 


HEALTH  VISITOR’S  RECORD  OF  VISITS. 


Birth 

Visits 

Mid¬ 

wives 

In¬ 

quests 

Women’s 

Work¬ 

shops. 

Public 

Lava¬ 

tories 

Other 

Visits 

Visits  re 
death  of 
infant 

Total 

Visits 

2649 

108 

10 

— 

48 

24 

46 

^2Si 

BIRTH  ENQUIRY. 


First 

Visits 

Re- 

Visits 

Wasted 

Visits. 

Stillbirth 

Inquiry. 

Un  -  noti¬ 
fied  births 
Inquiry. 

Infants 
brought  to  be 
weighed. 

1617 

1082 

251 

23 

95 

306 

28 


MIDWIVES  VISITS,  &c. 


Midwives 

Visits. 

Inspec¬ 

tions. 

Inter¬ 

viewed. 

Disin¬ 

fected. 

Sanitary 

Defects 

Reported. 

108 

102 

182 

6 

19 

MIDWIVES  NOTIFICATIONS. 


Medical 

Help. 

Still¬ 

births. 

Death  of 
Child. 

Death  of 
Mother. 

1 

Laying 
out  Body. 

155 

48 

10 

— • 

I 

C.  J.  FLEMING. 
MILK  SUPPLY. 


The  Borough  is  favourably  situated  for  obtaining  its 
milk  supply  from  the  immediate  vicinity. 

The  samples  taken  under  the  F'ood  and  Drugs  Acts, 
showed  an  average  amount  of  fat  equalling  3'52  per 
cent. 

There  are  39  Cow-keepers  having  473  milking  cows, 
the  premises  being  frequently  inspected,  and  the  regula¬ 
tions  are  complied  with.  There  are  249  milk-sellers,  the 
majority  of  whom  obtain  their  milk  supply  from  farmers 
outside  the  Borough. 

There  have  been  65  samples  of  milk  taken  for 
analysis,  56  being  certified  by  the  Public  Analyst  as 
genuine  and  9  as  adulterated. 

The  premises  of  dairymen,  cowkeepers,  and  milk- 
sellers  are  inspected  prior  to  registration,  and  if  found 
not  to  conform  with  Local  Regulations,  the  person 
applying  is  advised  as  to  what  alterations  are  necessary. 
The  work  is  done  before  the  registration  is  sanctioned. 

Arrangements  are  now  in  force  with  the  Birmingham 
University  for  the  Bacteriological  Examination  of  milk. 
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FOOD. 

The  food  supply  which  comes  into  Walsall  is 
increasing  in  quality,  and,  having  regard  to  the  type 
of  the  bulk  of  the  population,  is  satisfactory. 

• 

There  are  Retail  Markets  (open  air)  held  here  on 
Tuesdays  and  Saturdays,  which  not  only  cater  for  the 
local  people  but  for  customers  from  a  wide  surrounding 
area.  The  chief  food  stuffs  are  fruit,  vegetables,  fish, 
and  meat.  The  Markets  are  regularly  visited  by  myself 
and  the  fnspectors  ;  one  Inspector  being  on  duty  the  whole 
of  the  evening  till  closing  time. 

Retail  shops  are  inspected  during  the  course  of 
routine  duties. 


MEAT  INSPECTION. 

Two  of  the  Inspectors  possess  the  Certificate  of 
the  Royal  Sanitary  Institute  as  Inspectors  of  Meat  and 
other  Foods,  and  close  attention  is  paid  to  the  question 
of  inspection,  but  it  must  be  obvious  that  however 
strenuous  the  efforts  put  forth  may  be,  it  is  impossible 
to  attain  complete  satisfactory  results  until  all  meat 
comes  through  one  channel — a  Public  Abattoir,  via  the 
meat  purveyor  to  the  consumer. 

ACTION  UNDER  SECTION  li;  OF  THE  PUBLIC 

HEALTH  ACT,  1875. 

In  6  cases,  viz. :  — one  a  tuberculous  carcase,  2  of  fish, 
2  of  fruit,  and  l  rabbit,  seizures  were  made,  an  Order  from 
a  Justice  being  obtained  in  each  case.  In  other  instances, 
food  stuffs  were  voluntarily  surrendered,  although  in 
the  majority  of  cases,  the  diseased  or  unsound  condition 
of  the  food  material  was  discovered  by  the  Inspectors 
during  slaughterhouse  visits.  Particulars  are  given  in 
the  Inspector’s  Report,  page  91. 
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ACTION  UNDER  THE  SALE  OF  FOOD 
AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

One  hundred  and  seventy-four  samples  were  obtained 
65  of  which  were  of  milk,  57  of  butter,  13  of  cheese,  3  of 
cream,  7  of  preserved  cream,  5  of  margarine,  il  of  lard,  4 
of  coffee,  I  of  whiskey,  and  the  remainder  were  of  8 
various  articles.  With  the  exception  of  9  samples  of 
milk,  3  of  cream  and  5  of  butter  they  were  certified  as 
genuine  by  the  Public  Analyst.  A  large  number  cf 
these  were  informal  samples,  taken  at  such  times  as  would 
favour  the  more  ready  sale  of  adulterated  articles.  The 
detailed  Report  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts 
will  be  found  on  pages  103  to  108. 

CONDITION  OF  SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  are  42  Slaughterhouses  in  use  in  the  Borough, 
18  registered,  2I  licensed,  and  3  other  slaughterhouses,  18 
are  licensed  for  a  period  of  one  year  onl}^  and  come  up 
at  the  expiration  of  that  time  for  the  Committee’s 
decision  as  to  renewal.  The  Slaughter-houses  which 
have  been  licensed  during  the  past  lO  years  are  erected 
in  a  manner  set  out  in  a  specification  which  was  approved 
as  satisfactory  for  the  construction  of  private  Slaughter¬ 
houses.  In  the  oldest  Buildings  used  in  this 
Borough  as  Slaughterhouses,  special  attention  is  paid 
to  the  structural  state  of  the  floors  and  walls,  so  as  to 
secure  their  being  impervious,  means  of  ventilation  are 
provided,  and  in  only  a  few  cases  now  are  there 
Slaughterhouses  which  may  be  considered  unsatisfactory 
although  the  whole  question  of  slaughtering  is  one  which 
will  need  consideration  in  the  future. 

It  is  practically  impossible  to  ensure  efficient  inspec¬ 
tion  of  meat  under  present  conditions;  it  is  perhaps  only 
fair  to  the  occupiers  of  Slaughterhouses  to  here  state 
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that  we  have  an  excellent  supply  of  English  meat 
killed  in  the  town.  In  several  of  the  poorer  quarters,  the 
supply  may  be  described  as  of  fair  quality,  but,  in  the 
majority  of  cases,  it  can  be  classed  as  very  good. 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Walsall  is  well  supplied  with  a  system  of  constant 
pressure  of  water  by  the  South  Staffordshire  Water 
Works  Company.  The  water  is  taken  mainly  from  the 
Cannock  Chase  district  by  means  of  deep  wells  sunk 
through  gravel,  sand,  and  red  sand  stone  and  thence 
pumped  into  reservoirs,  from  which  it  is  distributed 
through  cast  iron  pipes  to  the  various  parts  of  the  town. 
It  is  pure,  wholesome  and  of  exceedingly  good  quality. 
Its  action  on  lead  pipes  is  nil.  Samples  are  taken 
frequently  and  the  Public  Analyst  invariably  reports 
them  to  be  good  wholesome  drinking  water. 

ABATEMENT  OF  NUISANCES. 

A  large  amount  of  work  has  been  carried  out  for 
abatement  of  nuisances,  and  the  improvementof  dwellings. 
Details  of  alterations  and  additional  structural  con¬ 
veniences  are  given  in  Table  2,  and  the  table  dealing 
with  Housing,  pages  82  to  87. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  privies  have  been 
abolished  and  water-closets  substituted,  41  additional 
water-closets  provided,  2,150  yards  of  house  drains  laid, 
many  improvements  for  efficiently  trapping  and 
ventilating  existing  drains,  and  for  the  provision  of 
means  of  inspection  by  the  construction  of  chambers, 
are  recorded.  The  sink  of  brick  or  quarry  type  is  fast 
becoming  obselete,  its  place  being  filled  with'  the 
sanitary  glazed  sink,  477  houses  have  been  renovated, 
either  in  part  or  throughout. 
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POLLUTION  OF  STREAMS. 

One  might  say  this  is  almost  non-existent  within  the 
Borough.  Works  which  previously  discharged  their 
drainage  into  the  local  stream  are  now  connected  to  and 
utilising  the  adjacent  sewers. 

EXCREMENT  DISPOSAL. 

The  Number  of  privies  in  proportion  to  water-closets 
is  further  decreasing,  necessitating  little  removal  of 
excrement.  This  work  is  carried  out  under  the  super¬ 
vision  of  the  Borough  Surveyor,  and  is  in  the  main 
disposed  of  to  farmers  outside  the  Borough. 

HOUSE  REFUSE  DISPOSAL. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Borough  Surveyor’s 
Department  exclusively  at  night  time,  the  refuse  being 
carted  to  the  various  ti.ps  available. 

The  abolition  of  ashpits  is  gradually  proceeding,  and 
so  far  as  we  are  able  ashbins  substituted.  During  the 
year  350  such  conversions  have  been  effected. 

COMMON  LODGING  HOUSES. 

These  houses  are  under  the  supervision  of  the  Police, 
who,  in  the  first  instance,  consider  the  suitability  of  the 
premises  in  question  for  the  purpose  intended.  I  then,  at 
the  request  of  the  Chief  Constable,  inspect  and  report 
upon  the  same.  If  suitable,  and  on  completion  to  my 
requirements,  the  premises  are  registered. 

Within  the  Borough  there  are  16  Common  Lodging- 
houses  containing  120  rooms  registered  as  sleeping 
apartments,  and  accomodating  480  persons. 
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HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

There  were  2I  houses  on  the  Register  at  the  end 
of  the  year,  I2  additional  houses  were  registered  during 
1913  all  accomodating  persons  of  the  poorer  class* 
Special  Bye-laws  are  in  existence  in  respect  to  the 
same  and  visits  are  periodically  made  to  see  that  these 
are  complied  with 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Under  the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations 
1911,  which  came  into  force  on  January  1st,  1912,  286 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  have  been  notified,  I 
under  I  year  of  age,  7  between  I  and  5  years,  70 
between  5  and  15,  62  between  15  and  25,  lOO  between 
25  and  45,  41  between  45  and  65,  and  5  over  65  years 
of  age. 

One  hundred  and  twenty-one  deaths  were  registered 
this  year  from  this  disease,  being  an  increase  of  1 1  on 
the  total' recorded  last  year.  In  addition  to  this  number^ 
21  deaths  occurred  from  other  Tuberculous  diseases, 
making  a  total  of  T42  deaths  from  all  Tuberculous 
diseases,  an  increase  of  13  compared  with  the  previous 
year.  This  gives  us  a  death-rate  from  Phthisis  of  1*29 
per  thousand  of  the  population,  against  a  rate  of  1T8 
in  1911,  and  from  the  other  forms  of  Tubercular  diseases 
a  rate  of  0’33  per  thousand  against  0'20  in  the  preceding 
year. 


Number  of  cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  notified 
in  each  locality  with  deaths  taking  place. 


• 

Bloxvvicli. 

Leamore. 

Birchills. 

Hatherton. 

Paddock. 

Bridge. 

Fleck, 

Caldniore. 

W  alsall 
Workhouse. 

Totals 

Cases  notified 
Deaths 

1 1 

2 

30 

13 

51 

17 

36 

13 

33 

18 

30 

19 

41 

17 

46 

18 

8 

4 

286 

121 
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This  Borough  in  conjunction  with  West  Bromwich 
has  had  under  consideration  a  scheme  for  the  treatment 
of  suiferers  from  this  disease,  the  original  proposition 
was  for  a  dispensary  for  each  Borough.  Subsequently 
views  changed,  and  this  scheme  is  at  present  in 
abeyance,  and  one  for  a  sanatorium  to  receive  incipient 
and  advanced  cases  under  discussion. 


ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. 

This  rate  is  estimated  on  the  number  of  deaths  per 
thousand  of  the  population  due  to  the  seven  common 
epidemic  diseases,  viz. : — Small-pox,  Scarlet  Fever,  Diph¬ 
theria,  Enteric  Fever,  Measles,  Whooping  Cough,  and 
Diarrhoea. 


The  Death-rate  from  these  diseases  is  3‘09,  as 
compared  with  1*49  the  previous  year;  in  1911,  it 
was  2*86. 


The  number  of  these  cases  are  as  follows: — 


Notified 

Died 

C’ase  fatality  per  cent 

Small-pox 

_ 

_ 

Scarlet  Fever 

157 

— 

Diphtheria 

42 

14 

33  33 

ly[)hoid  tever 

7 

2 

2571 

Measles 

— 

1 1 1 

WhoopiDg  Coiiyh 

— 

'7 

____ 

Diarrhoea 

— 

>45 

— 
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Table  of  Deaths  from  Zymotic  Diseases  in  the  various 
Wards : — 


4; 

U 

a 

OJ 

■21' 

IE 

4- 

X  § 

tf) 

X  x' 

1^. 

Cause  of  Death 

> 

>< 

X 

-r; 

<u 

u 

p-r-t 

s 

0 

X  22 

X 

X 

X 

a. 

H-1 

X 

U 

U' 

w 

Measles 

30 

24 

17 

1 1 

6 

4 

1 1 

8 

— 

1 1 1 

Scarlet  Fev’er 
Diphtheria  and  Mein-  i 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

branous  Croup  J 

2 

4 

6 

I 

I 

— 

— 

— 

— 

H 

Enteric  Fever 

— 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

2 

Diarrhoea 

Small-po.K  ... 

12 

14 

34 

19 

13 

^3 

23 

17 

— 

>45 

Wliooping  Cough 

2 

2 

5 

— 

I 

— 

— 

7 

— 

17 

Totals 

46 

44 

64 

31 

21 

17 

34 

32 

— 
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Zymotic  Death  Rate  per  thousand  per  annum  for  the 
last  ten  years  : — 


Cause*  ot  Death 

1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909  1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Sinall-pox 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

.  _ 

_ 

_ 

Measles 

•43 

•03 

— 

•73 

— 

•43 

09 

•21 

•17 

1  18 

Scarlet  Fever 

•17 

•01 

*02 

■‘3 

•  1 1 

•  12 

•  12 

•03 

-- 

— 

Whooping  Cough 
Diphtheria  and  Meni-  '^ 

•66 

— 

•30 

•42 

■53 

•23 

•04 

•43 

•81 

•18 

branous  Croup  i 

•21 

•13 

•15 

•04 

•08 

•07 

•06 

•'3 

•04 

•14 

Fnteric  Fever 

•08 

•04 

•  12 

•13 

•08 

•05 

•03 

•05 

— 

•02 

Diarrhoea 

1-58 

ro9 

I  13 

roi 

I  20 

•69 

•46 

2  05 

•46 

i'55 

Totals 

313 

1-30 

r72 

2  46 

2  00 

i'59 

•80 
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1-48 

3  09 

From  the  above  it  will  be  seen  there  are  no  deaths 
from  Scarlet  Fever,  2  deaths  from  Typhoid  Fever,  the 
number  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  shows  an  increase  of 
102,  Measles  was  responsible  for  III  deaths,  the  deaths 
from  Whooping  Cough  decreased  to  1/  from  76  in  1912. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  number  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified 
during  the  year  was  716,  as  compared  with  7^4  the 
previous  year;  there  were  518  cases  in  IQH,  and  726  in 
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IQIO,  The  increased  number  of  notifications  is  due  to 
the  Public  Health  (Tuberculosis)  Regulations  IQH, 
which  provide  for  the  notification  of  all  cases  of 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis.  Thus  it  will  be  seen,  com¬ 
pared  on  the  same  basis  as  in  previous  years,  there  are 
302  cases,  a  record  for  the  past  18  years. 

Enteric  Fever  shews  a  decrease,  while  Diphtheria  or 
Membranous  Croup  shews  a  considerable  increase,  the 
figures  being  42  as  compared  with  22  in  1912. 

NOTIFICATIONS. 


The  following  table  gives  the  number  of  Infectious 
cases  notified  during  the  last  ten  years: — 


1904 

1905 

1906 

1907 

1908 

1909 

1910 

191 1 

1912 

1913 

519 

352 

331 

549 

771 

565 

726 

518 

784 

716 

FEES  PAID  TO  MEDICAL  MEN. 


■  The  Fees  paid  to  Medical  Men  during  the  year  for 
Notification  Certificates  amount  to  £89,  13  3,  an  average 
of  19/2  per  thousand  of  the  population.  Included  in 
these  figures  are  the  fees  for  Notification  of  Phthisis. 

Table  of  fees  paid  to  Medical  Men  during  the  last 


ten  years : — 


Year. 

Amount 

Paid 

Amount  per  1000  ot'  the 
population. 

A 

s. 

d. 

s. 

d. 

1904 

60 

18 

0 

0 

13 

1905 

45 

15 

0 

0 

9 

loi 

1906 

39 

19 

0 

0 

8 

6 

1907 

62 

1 1 

0 

0 

13 

I 

1908 

87 

10 

0 

0 

17 

10 

1909 

66 

I 

0 

0 

13 

45 

1910 

85 

14 

0 

0 

16 

III 

191 1 

54 

13 

0 

0 

1 1 

10^ 

1912 

92 

15 

'y 

j 

0 

19 

nf 

1913 

89 

>3 

3 

0 

19 

2 
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SMALL  POX. 

No  cases  of  this  disease  were  notified  during  the 
year. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

One  hundred  and  fifty-seven  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
were  notified  during  the  year,  a  decrease  on  the  number 
reported  in  1912,  when  we  had  167  cases,  and  in  1911,  229 
cases. 

Forty-one  were  of  children  between  the  ages  of  I  and 
5,  lOI  between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  7  between  the  ages 
of  15  and  25,  and  8  between  the  ages  of  25  and  45. 

As  will  be  seen  from  the  table,  Bloxwich  Ward  with 
36,  has  the  highest  number  of  cases  notified,  followed 
closely  by  Leamore  Ward,  29,  Caldmore  Ward,  25,  and 
Paddock  Ward,  21,  the  Bridge  Ward  has  the  lowest,  only 
4  cases.  Caldmore  Ward  again  shows  a  reduction, 
having  decreased  from  41  in  1911  to  32  in  1912  and  25 
this  year. 

The  disease  was  of  a  mild  type,  no  death  being 
recorded. 


Cases  notified  in  each  locality: — 


Bloxwich 

Leamore 

Jf) 

!  Hatherton 

1 

Paddock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

j  Caldmore 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

1  Walsall  &Dis- 
1  trict  Hospital 

Totals 

Cases  notified 

36 

29 

1 1 

8 

21 

4 

19 

25 

I 

3 

>57 

ENTERIC  FEVER. 


There  were  notified  ^  cases  of  Enteric  Fever,  17  less 
than  the  number  last  year,  when  we  had  24  cases,  the 
previous  year,  1911,  there  were  28  cases.  Three  occurred 
between  the  ages  of  5  and  15,  2  between  15  and  25,  and  2 
between  25  and  45. 

Two  deaths  were  recorded  from  this  disease. 

The  fatality  rate  for  1913  was  28*57  per  lOO  cases,  in 
1912  there  were  no  deaths,  in  1911  it  was  17*85  per  lOO  cases. 


Number  of  cases  notified  in  each  locality: — 


Forty-two  cases  of  Diphtheria  and  Membranous 
Croup  were  notified  during  the  year,  4  under  I  year,  2 
between  the  ages  of  I  and  5  years,  20  between  5  and  15, 
2  between  15  and  25,  I  between  25  and  45  years,  and  I 
between  45  and  65  years. 

Fourteen  deaths  took  place,  I  under  i  year,  i  between 
the  ages  of  i  and  2,  9  between  2  and  5,  and  3  between 
5  and  15  years,  giving  a  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  of 
33’33>  a  great  increase  on  the  percentage  of  last  year^ 
which  was  l8*i8. 
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Number  of  cases  notified  in  each  locality  with  deaths 
taking  place : — 


X 

Leamore 

'j: 

u 

Hatherton 

Paddock 

Bridge 

Pleck 

Caldmoie 

Walsall 

Workhouse 

Totals 

Cases  notified 
Deaths 

5 

2 

7 

4 

6 

4 

I 

3 

I 

I 

5 

3 

— 

42 

14 

ERYSIPELAS. 

There  were  notified  75  cases  of  Erysipelas,  a  slight 
decrease  as  compared  with  the  preceding  year,  when  we 
had  90  cases,  I  case  was  between  the  ages  of  I  and  5,  I 
between  5  and  15,  6  between  15  and  25,  24  between  25 
and  45,  35  between  45  and  65,  and  8  over  65  years  of  age. 

No  death  has  been  recorded  from  this  disease  in  the 
past  2  years.  The  percentage  of  deaths  to  cases  notified 
in  1911  was  574- 


PUERPERAL  FEVER. 

Four  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever  have  been  notified 
between  the  ages  of  25  and  45  years. 

Two  deaths  took  place,  I  occurring  in  Leamore  Ward 
and  I  in  Hatherton  Ward. 

This  is  a  decrease  as  compared  with  last  year,  when 
7  persons  were  notified,  of  whom  2  died. 


TABLE  II. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  Notified  during  the  Year  1913- 
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MEASLES. 

One  hundred  and  eleven  deaths  were  recorded  as 
due  to  Measles  during  the  past  year.  19  of  these  deaths 
were  under  I  year  of  age,  45  between  I  and  2  years,  37 
between  2  and  5,  ond  lo  between  5  and  15. 

This  is  a  considerable  increase  as  compared  with 
1912,  when  there  were  16  deaths  from  this  disease. 

Walsall,  in  common  with  the  adjacent  towns  suffered 
from  an  epidemic  of  Measles.  It  was  of  a  most 
virulent  type,  so  far  as  my  local  experience  goes,  the 
worst  I  have  known. 

My  personal  views  being  that  all  contacts  should 
be  excluded  from  school  during  such  an  epidemic,  the 
local  doctors  were  circularized  and  their  views  ascer¬ 
tained  as  to — if  in  the  light  of  their  Walsall  experience — 
they  considered  exclusion  best  in  the  interests  of  the 
community,  they  were  practically  unanimous  to  this 
course.  Accordingly  so  far  as  I  was  able  by  personal 
visitation  to  the  infected  houses,  and  the  accuracy  of 
the  information  at  my  disposal  confirmed,  such  a  course 
was  practised.  Further  my  own  experience  that  second 
or  even  third  infections  were  far  from  uncommon  was 
overwhelmingly  endorsed  by  the  local  profession,  three 
of  whom  had  themselves  had  Measles  three,  and  one 
on  four  occasions. 

I  fail  to  see  why,  if  the  better  classes  are  permitted 
and  even  requested  to  keep  contacts  away  from  the 
schools  that  their  children  attend,  such  a  course  should 
not  as  a  matter  of  individual  parental  right  be  accorded 
to  the  poorer  classes. 

The  subject  is  one  which  admits  of  much  argument 
and  as  a  Medical  Officer  I  am  well  aware  that  my  own 
views  are  in  the  minority,  still  in  dealing  with  local 
matters,  local  experience  of  what  was  best  guided  my 
actions. 
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Further,  every  doctor  comes  across  cases  where 
the  sendino'  of  a  child  to  school  before  the  disease 
has  properly  shown  itself,  is  a  determining  element 
in  the  case,  the  better  classes,  by  virtue  of  their 
position  are  permitted  to  allocate  this  discretion  to 
themselves  almost  as  a  prescriptive  right,  to  the  poorer 
classes  it  would  appear  a  concession  practically  un¬ 
obtainable. 

The  onus  of  a  case  “  going  wrong  ”  under  such 
conditions  should  lie  with  the  parents  and  not  elsewhere. 

The  closure  of  schools  in  connection  with  the 
epidemic  is  referred  to  in  the  School  Medical  Report 
on  page  68. 

DIARRHOEA  AND  ENTERITIS. 

There  is  this  year  a  large  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis,  l88  deaths  being 
recorded  against  43  in  1912. 

One  hundred  and  four  of  the  deaths  were  of  infants 
under  i  year  of  age,  16  between  the  ages  of  I  and  2,  15 
between  2  and  5,  I  between  5  and  15,  7  between  45  and 
65,  and  2  over  65  years  of  age. 

Deaths  took  place  in  each  Ward,  the  highest  number 
34,  occurring  in  Birchills  Ward,  and  the  lowest  number,  12 
in  Bloxwich  Ward. 

WHOOPING  COUGH. 

There  is  a  great  decrease  this  year  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  Whooping  Cough,  17  being  recorded,  as 
against  76  in  the  preceding  year,  and  40  in  1911.  This 
gives  us  a  death-rate  per  1,000  of  T8  against  a  rate  last 
year  of  '81.  7  of  the  deaths  were  of  Infants  under  i  year, 

6  between  I  and  2,  and  2  between  2  and  5. 

Practically  the  half  of  the  mortality  from  this  disease 
occurred  daring  the  first  quarter  of  the  year,  8  deaths  out 
of  a  total  of  17  being  recorded  in  this  period. 
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CANCER. 

There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  recorded 
from  Cancer,  72  taking  place  this  year,  as  compared  with 
79  in  1912.  This  gives  a  death-rate  of  ’77  thousand 
of  the  population,  against  a  rate  last  year  of  '85. 

Two  of  the  deaths  occurred  between  the  ages  of  15 
and  25,  14  between  25  and  45,  38  between  45  and  65,  and 
18  over  65  years. 

The  deaths  were  distributed  throughout  the  Borough, 
the  highest  number  being  in  Caldmore  with  13  deaths, 
Birchills  with  il  and  Bridge  Ward  with  10  deaths. 

ALCOHOLISM  AND  CIRRHOSIS  OF  LIVER. 

There  is  a  slight  increase  this  year  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  Alcoholism  and  Cirrhosis  of  Liver,  18  being 
recorded  against  17  in  1912.  This  gives  a  rate  of  T9  per 
thousand  of  the  population,  the  rate  for  the  preceding 
year  being  T8.  I  of  the  deaths  was  of  a  person  between 
the  ages  of  15  and  25  years,  6  between  25  and  45,  lO 
between  45  and  65,  and  I  over  65  years.  Deaths  were 
recorded  in  each  of  the  Wards  with  the  exception  of 
Caldmore. 

CORONER’S  INQUESTS. 

One  hundred  and  forty  Inquests  were  held  in  the 
Borough  during  the  year,  89  of  which  were  of  males,  and 
51  of  temales,  29  of  these  were  of  children  under  one  year 
of  age,  22  between  the  ages  of  I  and  7,  9  between  7  and 
16,  5  between  16  and  25,  44  between  25  and  60,  and  31 
over  60  years  of  age. 

Sixty-eight  were  found  to  have  died  from  natural 
causes,  2  from  Drowning,  2  from  Excessive  Drinking, 
10  committed  Suicide,  and  58  from  Accidents  or  Mis¬ 
adventure. 
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MIDWIVES’  ACT., 

The  work  in  connection  with  this  Act  is  carried  out 
primarily  by  the  Female  Health  Visitor,  under  my 
immediate  supervision. 

Among  other  duties,  it  consists  in  paying  periodical 
visits  to  each  Midwife’s  home  to  ascertain  that  strict 
cleanliness  is  observed  and  to  examine  the  Midwife’s  bag 
and  register,  investigating  all  cases  of  Puerperal  Fever, 
and  according  advice  and  instructions  where  and  when 
desirable. 

All  cases  of  complaint  or  neglect  are  repoited  to  and 
dealt  with  by  me,  and  where  thought  desirable,  brought 
before  your  Health  Committee. 

Forty-two  Midwives  notified  intention  to  practice, 
and  of  these,  two  have  since  died.  Of  the  remaining  40, 
6  are  over  70  years  of  age,  and  2I  are  over  60.  5  of  the 

number  are  only  able  to  take  cases  at  intervals  when 
health  permits.  There  are  no  younger  Midwives  coming 
forward  to  take  the  place  of  those  who  drop  out,  and 
there  is  every  prospect  of  a  serious  shortage  in  the  near 
future. 

Several  minor  infringements  of  the  Regulations  of 
the  Central  Midwives  Board  were  discovered,  and  the 
parties  involved  duly  admonished. 

With  the  exception  of  two  women,  all  the  midwives 
are  untrained. 


OVERCROWDING. 

Forty  cases  in  dwelling-houses  have  been  dealt  with, 
this  number  is  no  criterion  as  to  what  overcrowding  exists, 
there  may  be  many  cases  undetected.  The  majority  of 
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the  instances  in  which  notices  were  served  came  to  our 
knowledge  by  reason  of  complaints  being  made.  It  is 
not  always  that  when  enquiry  is  made  as  to  the  number 
of  persons  inhabiting  a  house  that  the  correct  number  is 
given,  otherwise,  more  cases  would  be  found  during 
house  to  house  inspection. 


BAKEHOUSES. 

During  the  year  220  visits  were  paid  by  the  Inspectors 
to  the  56  bakehouses  in  the  Borough  ;  15  of  these  bake¬ 
houses  are  registered  as  factories. 


Generally  speaking  they  are  all  in  a  fairly  sanitary 
condition,  a  few  of  them  being  in  a  good  condition. 


ISOLATION  HOSPITALS. 

The  Epidemic  Hospital,  Hospital  Street  has  not  been 
opened  for  use  during  the  year,  the  same  remarks  apply 
to  the  Small-Pox  Hospital,  Sneyd  Lane,  Bloxwich. 


Under  the  arrangement  with  the  Executive  Committee 
of  the  Walsall  &  District  Hospital,  TO  patients  notified  as 
suffering  from  Diphtheria  were  admittedfor  Tracheotomy- 
One  case  was  found  to  be  Measles  and  in  2  other  cases 
an  operation  was  unnecessary,  the  children  were  dis¬ 
charged  cured. 

In  7  cases  the  operation  of  Tracheotomy  was  per¬ 
formed  but  in  6  instances  the  patient  succumbed. 
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INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES  RETURN  OF 

VISITS,  &c. 


Dr,  H.  Shore, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 

Walsall. 

Dear  Sir, 

In  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Sanitary 
Officers  (outside  London)  Order  IQIO,  I  herewith  furnish 
you  with  a  tabular  statement  containing  the  following 
particulars  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1913. 

I.  THE  NUMBER  AND  NATURE  OF  INSPECTIONS 
MADE  BY  THE  SANITARY  INSPECTORS. 


No.  I 
District. 

No.  2 
District 

No.  3 
District. 

Total. 

Inspections  of  Dwelling-houses 
under  Housing.  &c.  Act 

281 

163 

193 

637 

District  Inspections 

2848 

3644 

2074 

8566 

Inspections  ot  XA’orkshops  (not  in- 

eluding  Bakohonses) 

242 

162 

73 

477 

Inspections  of  Fac'torios 

27 

69 

6 

102 

,,  Homes  of  Oiitworkeis 

46 

75 

84 

205 

,,  Slaughter-houses 

719 

664 

776 

2159 

Bakehouses 

91 

68 

61 

220 

,,  Fishyards 

159 

1 10 

31 

300 

,,  Dairies 

251 

245 

163 

659 

,,  Lodging-houses 

1 19 

65 

1 

185 

Samples  i>l  watci 

15 

13 

2 

30 

Samples  under  the  .Sale  of  Food 

and  Drugs  Acts 

61 

68 

1 

tF  I 

174 

4859 

5346 

3509 

13714 

Canal  Boat  Inspections... 

.  -- 

_ 

_ 

65 

Visits  to  infected  houses 

70 

1 1 1 

128 

309 

Fumigations  attei  notifiable 

disease 

41 

62 

65 

168 

F  umi  gat  ions  aftei'  Bhthisis,Cancer 

Measles  and  Whoo[)ing  Cough 

41 

47 

31 

119 

Fumigation  ot  Schools 

I 

— 

n 

0 

4 

Drain  tests 

34 

51 

«4 

99 

Ke-inspections  of  work  for  abate- 

ment  ot  Nuisances  .. 

4806 

3837 

2773 

1 1416 

Total  visits  and  Inspections 

9852 

9454 

6523 

25894 

47 


2.  THE  NUMBER  OF  NOTICES  SERVED  DURING 

THE  YEAR. 


No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District 

No.  3 
District 

Total. 

Informal 

840 

771 

833 

2440 

Statutory  ... 

41. S 

414 

450 

1279 

3.  RESULT  OF  SERVICE  OF  SUCH  NOTICES. 


No.  I 
District 

No.  2 
District, 

No.  3 
District. 

Total. 

Number  of  nuisances  abated 

1060 

939 

903 

2902 

Notices  not  complied  with 

95 

113 

106 

3H 

Yours  obediently, 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 


March  31st,  1914. 


Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


ACTION  TAKEN  UNDER  THE  HOUSING, 
TOWN  PLANNING,  &c.  ACT,  1909. 

Our  experience  shows  that  with  the  additional  powers 
conferred  by  the  Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act,  it  is 
possible  to  get  a  greater  number  of  repairs,  &c.,  effected 
in  the  ordinary  routine  of  work  without  bringing  the 
matter  before  your  Health  Committee. 
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The  following  table  gives  particulars  of  the  number 
of  houses  made  fit  for  human  habitation  or  otherwise 
closed  and  demolished  as  unfit  for  human  habitation 
during  the  past  three  years,  viz.: — 


191  I 

1912 

c>.> 

Total. 

No.  of  houses  made  fit  tor  human 
habitation  aft(M-  notice 
by  Sanitary  Anthorit)- 

288 

285 

242 

1 

00  j 

1 

i 

,,  closed  as  “  unfit ’’  by 

orders 

46 

26 

24 

96 

,,  to  be  demolished,  by 

orders 

38 

1 1 

49 

,,  demolished  pi  ior  to  the 

making  of  orders  . 

72 

20 

28 

1 20 

,,  III  an  insanitary  stat* 

(dosed  volnntarilv  l)^■ 

^  j 

owners 

43 

48 

54 

145 

The  actual  inspections  done  under  the  provision  of 
this  Act  are  as  set  forth  in  the  table  below. 


No.  of  houses  found  to  be  reasonably  fit  for 

human  habitation  ...  287 

,,  having  defects  for  which 

notices  were  issued  (this 
includes  a  number  of  minor 
defects)  ...  ...  316 

„  referred  to  the  Medical  Officer 

•  of  Health  as  unfit  for 

human  habitation  ..  34 

„  represented  by  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  as  unfit 
for  human  habitation  ..  27 

,,  for  which  Closing  Orders  were 

made  ...  ...  24 

„  for  which  Closing  Orders  were 

determined  ...  5 
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At  the  request  of  your  Health  Committee  a  census  of 
the  vacant  houses  in  the  Borough  of  rentals  up  to  7/- 
weekly  was  taken,  with  the  result  that  in  all,  some  94 
houses  were  found  which  could  be  considered  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation. 

Your  Health  Committee  resolved  to  recommend  to 
the  Council  the  necessity  for  the  erection  of  200  houses. 
The  consideration  of  the  question  in  its  various  details  is 
subjudice. 


HOME-WORK. 

There  are  in  the  Borough  33  occupiers  of  Factories 
or  Workshops  who  give  work  out.  Lists  have  been 
received  from  these  employers  giving  the  names  of  I16 
persons  to  whom  work  is  given,  and  in  the  course  of 
the  year  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  have  made  205  visits 
to  those  houses. 

No  case  of  notifiable  disease  occurred  at  any  of 
the  homes  of  outworkers. 


MAP. 

The  Map  appended  gives  the  area,  population^ 
number  of  persons  per  acre,  death  rate,  number  of 
deaths  of  infants  under  one  year,  number  of  deaths 
from  Diarrhoea  and  the  number  of  cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  in  each  of  the  eight  Wards. 

MARKETS. 

The  Markets  have  been  visited  every  week,  the 
Inspectors  taking  this  inspection  in  turn. 

RAINFALL. 

The  rainfall  for  the  year  was  27*29  inches,  against 
a  rainfall  last  year  of  34*23  inches. 
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WORKSHOPS. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  trades  carried  on  in 
the  workshops  in  the  Borough : — 


Description  of  Trade. 

No.  I 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

Total. 

Awl  Blade  Makers 

1 

6 

7 

Basket  Makers 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Bakers 

H 

22 

19 

55 

Bit,  Stirrup  and  Spur  Makers 

7 

9 

15 

31 

Blacksmiths 

3 

4 

7 

14 

Brass  Dressers  ... 

2 

I 

I 

4 

Brush  Makers 

2 

I 

3 

6 

Boot  and  Shoe  Makers  ... 

7 

10 

9 

26 

Cart  Gear,  Hames,  Spring  }^ar  and 

Curb  Makers 

7 

^5 

3 

25 

Cabinet  Makers  and  Upholsterers... 

5 

7 

12 

Chasers 

2 

4 

I 

7 

Chain  Makers 

5 

4 

3 

12 

Currieis 

5 

5 

2 

12 

Cycle  Makers 

1 

3 

3 

7 

Coach  Builders  and  Wheelwrights 

3 

7 

3 

^3 

Dress  Makers 

26 

26 

1 1 

63 

Fancy  Leather  Goods  and  Purse 

Makers 

20 

13 

2 

3"? 

File  Cutters 

3 

_ 

3 

w  «/ 

6 

Harness,  Bridle  and  Horse  Collar 

Makers 

31 

24 

8 

63 

Harness  Furniture  and  Spring  Hook 

Makers 

I 

5 

1 

7 

Joiners 

10 

1 1 

5 

26 

Lock  and  Key  Smiths 

- 

6 

2 

8 

Milliners 

8 

6 

3 

17 

Platers 

^5 

12 

27 

Plumbers 

2 

2 

. 

4 

Saddlers,  Whip  and  Horse  Clothing 

Makers 

28 

18 

7 

33 

Saddle  Tree  Makers 

3 

3 

6 

Saddlers’  Tool  Makers 

I 

2 

I 

4 

Tailors 

15 

29 

7 

Miscellaneous 

42 

34 

15 

91 

Totals 

270 

285 

141 

696 

_ L 
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TABLE  V. 

WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


RETURN  o-f  the  Number  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  during^ 
the  year  1913  and  of  Deaths  from  the  Diseases  notified. 


Cases  notified 
in  1913 

Deathsregistered 
in  1913 

Small-pox 

Cholera,  Plague 

... 

•  •  • 

Diphtheria  (including  Membranous  Croup) 

42 

14 

Erysipelas 

75 

... 

Scarlet  Fever 

157 

... 

Typhus  Fever 

... 

... 

Enteric  Fever 

7 

2 

Relapsing  Fever  or  Continued  Fever 

... 

... 

Puerperal  Fever 

4 

2 

Cerebro-Spinal  Meningitis 

1 

... 

Poliomyelitis 

2 

1 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

286 

121 

Other  Forms  of  Tuberculosis  ... 

128 

31 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum 

14 

... 

I 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1913  FOR  THE 

COUNTY  BOROUGH  OF  WALSALL. 

On  the  administration  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  1901, 

in  connection  with 

FACTORIES,  WORKSHOPS,  WORKPLACES  &  HOMEWORK. 

i--inspp:ction. 


Made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


Premises. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions 

Factories 

(including  Factory  Laundries) 
Workshops  (including  Work¬ 
shop  Laundries) 
Workplaces 

(Other  than  Outworkers’ 
premises  included  in 
Part  3  of  this  Report)  ... 

I'otal 

102 

1  477  j 

91 

579 

91 

2— DEFECTS  FOUND. 


Number  of  Defects. 

6  ^ 

£.2 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Reme¬ 

died. 

Referred 
to  H  M. 
Inspector. 

O 

.  ^ 

o 

Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts: — J 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

Want  of  Ventilation 

67 

67 

... 

Overcrowding 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

ii 

11 

f  insufficient 

Sanitary  accommodation  ^  unsuitable  or  defective 

13 

13 

(not  separate  for  sexes 

1 

1 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bakehouse 

(s.  101) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses  (^ss.  97  to  100)  ... 

Other  offences 

... 

... 

... 

.... 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork  which 

are  included  in  Part  3  of  this  report) 

Total 

92 

92 

I  Including  those  specified  in  sections  2.  3.  7  and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Work¬ 
shop  Act  as  remediable  under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 


Countp  Borough  of  Walsall, 
- 1913. - 


Area,  7,358  acres.  Estimated  Population,  93,477. 


Average  No.  of  Persons  per  acre 

12-70 

Death  Rate 

1715 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under  One  Year  ... 

439 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 

145 

No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  ... 

302 

No.  of  Cases  of  I  uberculosis  notified 

414 

Divided  into  each  of  the  Eight  Wards  of  the  Borough. 


BLOXWICH  WARD. 

Area  1,534  acres.  Est.  Hop.  8,522. 
No.  of  Persons  per  acre  -  -  5 

Death  Rate  -  -  .  18  30 

No  of  Deaths  of  Children  under 

One  Year  -  -  -  -  50 

No,  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  -  12 

No,  of  cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

notified . 55 

No  of  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  24 


LEAMORE  WARD. 

Area.  1,938  acres.  Est.  Pop.  11,452 
No.  of  Persons  per  acre 
Death  Rate  -  -  -  -16 

No-  of  Deaths  of  Children  under 

One  Year  -  -  -  -  , 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  - 
No.  of  Cases  of  Infections  Disease 
notified 

No  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  ■ 


I! 

I 


[RD. 


Area,  220  acres.  Est.  Pop.,  14,120 
No.  of  Persons  per  acre  ...  ...  ...  53 

Death  Rate  .  19*54 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  unner  One  Year  84 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhcea  ...  ...  34 

No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  37 

No.  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  ...  71 


HATHERTON  WARD. 

Area  424  acres.  Est,  Pop.,  9,296 


No.  of  Persons  per  acre 
Death  Rate  _  -  -  . 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under 
One  Year  -  .  _  . 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  ■ 

No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  -  -  -  -  - 

No.  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 


21 

17-64 


FLECK  WARD. 

Area,  8263  acres.  Est.  Pop.,  14,458 
No.  of  Persons  per  acre 
Death  Rate  -  -  -  -  14  . 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under 
One  Year  .... 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea 
No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

notified  .  , 

No.  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  £ 


BRIDGE 

rARD, 

Area,  1933  acres. 

Est  Pop.,  8,334 
No.  of  Persons  per  acre  42 
Death  Rate,  23  27 
o.  of  Deaths  of  Children 
under  One  Year,  36 
of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  13  J 
No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious 
Disease  notified,  12 
No.  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis 
notified,  40 


PADDOCK  WARD. 


Area  1 ,351  acres. 


Est,  Pop.  10,580 

7 

-  14-93 


No.  of  Persons  per  acre 
Death  Rate 
No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under 
One  Year  -  -  -  - 

No,  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  - 
No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 
notified  -  -  -  ■ 

No.  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified 


CALDMORE  WARD. 

Area,  881  acres  Est  Pop.,  16,705 

No.  of  Persons  per  acre  -  -  18 

Death  Rate  ....  14'24 

No.  of  Deaths  of  Children  under 

One  Year  -  -  -  -  60 

No.  of  Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  -  17 

No.  of  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease 

notified  ....  44 

No.  of  Cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified  70 
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Table  I. 


WALSALL  COUNTY  BOROUGH. 


vital 


of  whole  district  during  1913  and  previous  years. 


Year 

Popula¬ 

tion 

estimated 
to  Middle 
of  each 
Year 

Births. 

Total  Deaths 
Registered 
in  the  District. 

Transferable  Deaths 

Nett  Deaths  belonging  to 

THE  District. 

Uncorrected 

Number. 

Nett. 

of  Non¬ 
residents 
registered 
in  the 
District. 

of  Resi¬ 
dents  not 
registered 
in  the 
District 

Under  1  Year 
of  Age 

At  all  Ages 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate 

Number 

Rate  per 
1,000 
Nett 
Births 

Num  ber 

Rate 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

1908 

90,000 

2889 

3210 

U77 

16-41 

39 

8 

427 

147-80 

1446 

16-06 

1909 

90,750 

2792 

3076 

1448 

15-95 

48 

19 

382 

136-80 

1419 

15-63 

1910 

91 ,500 

2727 

29  80 

1223 

13-36 

29 

34 

313 

114-77 

1228 

13-42 

1911 

92,273 

2791 

2788 

30  21 

1518 

16-45 

50 

57 

424 

152-08 

1525 

16-52 

1912 

92,868 

2732 

2727 

29-36 

1421 

15-30 

35 

48 

359 

131-64 

1434 

15-44 

1913 

93,477 

2800 

2786 

29-80 

1592 

17-03 

55 

439 

156-75 

1604 

17-15 

Area  of  District  in  Acres 
(exclusive  of  area  ► 
covered  by  water) 


7483 


Total  population  at  all  ages 
Number  of  inhabited  houses 


92,115 

20,013 

4-6 
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4— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS.'  .  _ 5— OTHER  MATTERS. 

Workshops  on  the  Register  (s  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year  Number  Class 
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School  Medical  Report, 

For  Year  ending,  31st  December,  1913. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

The  order  of  this  Report  is,  as  before,  that  set  forth  under 
Section  VI.  of  the  Board’s  Circular  596,  dated  17th  August, 
]go8. 

a.  Ventilation  and  Warming  of  the  Schools. 

The  Mixed  Department  of  St.  Mary’s  R.C.  School  has 
been  re-warmed  throughout.  The  apparatus,  which  consists 
of  pipes,  radiators,  is  up-to-date,  and  has  effected  a  very 
marked  improvement  in  the  warmth  and  ventilation  of  the 
school. 

The  other  schools  are  satisfactory  in  this  respect. 

b.  The  Officers  employed  in  the  Medical  Inspection  at  the 
schools  are  as  follows  : — 

B.T  I.  The  Medical  Officer  of  Health  (Dr.  Shore),  who  has 
been  recognised  as  School  Medical  Officer,  and  is  responsible 
generally. 

II,  2.  I'he  School  Medical  Inspector  (Dr.  Sergeant),  who 

personally  examines  all  school  cases,  keeps  records,  furnishes 
reports,  and  devotes  her  whole  time  to  the  work. 

Three  School  Nurses,  each  of  whom  is  responsible  for 
one-third  of  the  school  area.  The  children  at  the  schools  are 
seen  regularly  by  the  Nurses,  examined  for  obvious  defects, 
and  with  regard  to  cleanliness.  After  school  hours  each  day, 
and  also  on  Saturday  mornings,  the  Nurses  have  Office  work 
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in  connection  with  medical  inspection.  They  treat  minor 
ailments  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Medical  Inspector 
and  do  such  home  visiting  as  can  be  arranged  to  ensure  the 
best  possible  result  from  the  Medical  Inspection. 

A  Committee  of  voluntary  workers  is  following  up  at 
the  homes  cases  of  defects  found  in  the  course  of  the  medical 
inspection,  with  a  view  to  persuading  the  parents  to  do  what 
may  be  possible. 


The  School  Teachers  assist  in  partly  filling  up  the  cards, 
by  weighing  and  measuring  the  children,  and  by  notifying  to 
the  parents  the  day  and  time  of  the  examination,  &c. 


The  School  Attendance  Officers  deliver  notices  of  defects 
found  at  the  examination,  and  furnish  daily  lists  of  absentees 
from  school  with  the  nature  of  the  alleged  illness,  and  help  in 
many  other  ways. 


III.  Each  parent  receives  a  card  giving  the  day  and  time  of 
the  examination  of  the  child,  and  an  invitation  to  be  present. 
In  all  cases  where  a  defect  is  discovered  a  notice  is  sent  to  ttie 
parent  stating  the  defect  found,  and  advising  medical  attention 
when  necessary. 

IV.  There  is  very  little  disturbance  of  the  school  arrangements. 
Where  possible  the  examination  is  held  in  the  Head  Teacher’s 
private  room,  in  other  cases,  a  small  classroom  is  cleared.  At 
Field  Street  School  special  rooms  for  medical  inspection  have 
been  provided. 


335  visits  have  been  paid  to  schools  and  departments  as 
compared  with  293  last  year. 
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II.  The  children  inspected  during  the  year  have  been  :  — 

(a)  Newly  admitted  children  of  the  age  of  5. 

{b)  Some  children  age  7  missed  last  year. 
ic)  One  third  of  the  children  aged  12. 

(d)  Children  leaviug  school,  i.e.,  14  years  of  age. 

(e)  Special  cases. 


Age  5.  Age  7.  Age  12. 

Age  14. 

Special  Cases. 

Hoys  ...  994  33  366 

Girls  ...  984  49  342 

563 

541 

3494 

Total  number  examined  : — 

1912. 

19^3- 

Routine  examinations 

6539 

3872 

Special  ,, 

1243 

3494 

The  number  of  parents  present  at  the  routine  examina¬ 
tions  was  1778,  or  45-9%.  This  is  a  great  improvement  as 
compared  with  42  %  m  1912,  and  43  4  %  in  1911.  It  is  greatly 
to  be  hoped  that  the  interest  taken  by  the  parents  in  the 
medical  examination  will  continue  to  improve.  The  informa¬ 
tion  supplied  in  this  way,  both  with  regard  to  the  child’s  past 
history  and  that  of  the  family  is  of  great  importance.  Parents 
of  children  attending  schools  in  the  poorest  districts  are  often 
at  work  and  unable  t  j  attend,  but  some  supply  written  accounts 
of  the  children’s  past  illnesses. 

IV.  Special  Cases. 

This  part  of  the  work  was  re-organised  at  the  beginning 
of  1913.  Acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Medical  Inspector  of  the 
Hoard  of  Education  and  with  the  consent  of  the  Education 
Committee,  a  whole  group  of  routine  examinations  was  dropped 
(i.e.,  age  7).  Routine  inspection  was  principally  confined  to 
the  mornings,  and  the  afternoons  were  given  up  to  special 
cases  and  the  work  of  “following  up.”  Originally  only  one 
clinic  was  held  in  the  Wisemore  Council  School  on  Saturday 
mornings.  This  was  unsatisfactory  for  many  reasons — (i)  The 
increasing  numbers  made  the  work  much  too  heavy  ;  (2)  There 
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was  no  facilities  for  keeping  apart  contagious  cases  from 
ordinary  examinations  ;  (3)  The  distance  was  too  far  for 

children  from  distances  such  as  1  doxwich  to  attend.  The  new 
arrangement  is  as  follows: — On  Tuesday  afternoons  an  inspec¬ 
tion  clinic  is  held  in  the  Medical  Department  at  the  Council 
House.  This  for  the  North  West  and  South  East  districts  of 
the  P>orough.  The  cases  attending  are  summoned  by  the 
School  Medical  Inspector  or  sent  by  the  School  Nurses,  Head 
Teachers,  School  Officers,  &c. 


Thursday  afternoons  a  clinic  is  held  at  Field  Street 
Council  School  for  the  district  of  Bloxwich. 


On  Saturday  mornings  the  clinic  is  still  held  at  Wisemore 
Council  School,  but  this  is  now  confined  to  contagious  cases, 
principally  ringworm,  itch  and  other  skin  diseases.  Daily  lists 
of  absentees  from  school  are  furnished  by  the  School 
Attendance  Officers  to  the  School  Medical  Department. 
The  children  who  are  able  to  attend  are  summoned  to  one  of  the 
School  Inspection  Clinics,  others  are  visited  and  reported  on 
by  the  School  Nurses,  and  later,  when  fit,  are  drafted  down  to 
the  clinics,  l^y  these  means  absentees  are  under  supervision, 
and  the  approximate  time  absence  from  school  fixed,  and  the 
date  of  the  return  finally  furnished  to  the  School  Attendance 
Officers.  Children  who  are  under  the  care  of  their  own  doctor 
are  not  sent  for. 


In  addition  to  these,  the  consumptive  children  of  the  town 
who  are  not  attending  school,  are  in  the  great  majority  of  cases 
seen  at  regular  intervals  of  one  month. 


The  Inspection  Clinics  form  a  very  important  and 
interesting  branch  of  School  Medical  Work  for  which  there 
was  no  time  under  the  previous  system  of  morning  and 
afternoon  routine  examinations. 
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The  other  three  afternoons  are  either  spent  in  office  work 
or  chance  visits  to  schools  to  test  eyesight,  etc.,  or  to  re¬ 
examine  children  previously  found  defective.  Of  these  latter, 
out  of  6t8  children  found  defective,  271  were  found  treated  or 
improved. 


Chest  Complaints. 

During  the  year  102  children  have  been  examined  with 
Chest  Complaints,  and  returned  to  school.  137  have  been 
examined  with  chest  complaints  [ie.,  consumption,  threatened 
consumption,  heart  disease  with  rheumatism  or  chorea,  etc.), 
and  are  still  out  of  school.  2  have  died. 


Skin  Complaints. 

400  children  suffering  from  skin  complaints  have  been 
examined  and  returned  to  school.  17  are  still  out.  160  cases 
of  ringworm  have  been  seen  until  well,  and  60  of  scabies  (itch). 
Last  year--i64  ringworm  and  42  itch. 


Eye  Diseases. 

I  18  children  with  eye  complaints  have  been  examined  and 
returned  to  school.  5  are  still  out.  This  is  part  of  the  recent 
extension  of  ancillaiy  work  now  taken  up.  J^esides  these  a 
number  of  miscellaneous  cases  have  been  examined  and 
returned  to  school  In  all,  3,494  visits  have  been  paid  by 
children  to  the  clinics  as  compared  with  1,243  last  year. 


V.  The  number  of  notices  sent  to  parents  concerning  defects 

found  has  been  13  %,  as  com^iared  with  21  %  last  year. 

The  average  time  for  the  routine  examination  is  six 
minutes. 


VI. 
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Results  of  Examinations 

at  ail 

Ages. 

"913- 

1912. 

No,  of  children  examined  ... 

3872 

6539 

,,  parents  present 

1778 

% 

45  9 

% 

42 

Dirty  heads 

352 

9 

9  2 

Hody  vermin 

15 

•4 

7 

Defective  teeth 

2533 

65 

72 

Under  4  decayed  1729 

4  and  over  ,,  806 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 

237 

6 

7-9 

Blepharitis  (sore  lids) 

62 

1  6 

1-6 

Strabismus  (squint) 

8g 

'? 

•9 

Defective  sight 

377 

I  0 

106 

,,  hearing 

345 

89 

5-9 

Ear  discharge 

71 

1*8 

17 

Heart  disease 

16 

*4 

7 

Bronchitis 

2og 

5 

5 

Phthisis 

19  +  9 

'5 

7 

Rickets 

69 

I  8 

1-8 

Ruptures 

19 

5 

7 

Goitres 

1 12 

2-9 

1-8 

Tuberculosis 

4 

I 

*2 

Unvaccinated 

988 

25-5 

18 

Excluded 

26 

7 

9 

F'amily  history  of  consumption  445 

in  1885 

=  24 

In  IQ12 


22 
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Analysis  for  Age  and  Sex. 


Hoys  aged  5.  Girls  aged  5. 


Number  seen 

994 

984 

0/ 

Parents  present 

•  •  • 

575 

/o 

58 

526 

53 

Unvaccinated 

•  •  • 

336 

34 

309 

31 

Dirty  heads 

•  •  • 

5 

•5 

171 

17 

Body  vermin 

•  •  • 

2 

•2 

6 

'6 

Defective  Teeth 

Under  4  decayed 
4  and  over  „ 

335 

240 

575 

57-8 

583 

59 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 

49 

4-9 

60 

6 

Strabismus  (squint)  ... 

•  •  « 

23 

2*3 

38 

3'9 

Blepharitis  (sore  lids) 

.  .  . 

15 

i‘5 

29 

2'g 

Defective  sight 

7 

7 

9 

•9 

,,  hearing 

•  •  • 

32 

3 

32 

3 

Ear  discharge 

•  •  • 

13 

i'3 

20 

2 

Heart  disease 

•  •  • 

2 

•2 

2 

.2 

Bronchitis 

•  •  • 

83 

8-3 

loS 

1 1 

Phthisis 

•  •  • 

71 

7 

85 

9 

Rickets  ... 

*  •  • 

36 

36 

28 

3 

Ruptures 

14 

14 

4 

•4 

Goitres 

3 

•3 

2 

•2 

Tuberculosis 

•  •  * 

— 

I 

'I 

Excluded  ... 

13 

13 

II 

I 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 

i^oys. 


Enlarged  cervical  glands  ...  68 

Head  5  ...  i 

•  ,  * 
Ringworm,  Hkin  2  ...  74 

Eczema  ...  ...  8 

Impetigo  contagiosa ...  ...  4 

Scabies  ...  ...  2 

Other  skin  diseases  ...  ...  5 

Infectious  disease  ...  ...  6 

Anaemia  ...  ...  2 


Girls. 

61 

5 

3 

4 

7 
4 
3 

8 
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Eye  diseases 

Boys. 

7 

Girls 

5 

Undescended  testes  ... 

•  •  • 

14 

— 

Pleurisy 

I 

— 

Pneumonia 

0  •  « 

I 

I 

Hifid  uvula 

2 

I 

Age  7. 


Children  Absent  at 

the 

Examination 

in  1912. 

l^ovs. 

Girls. 

Number  examined 

»  e  * 

33 

49 

% 

% 

Number  of  parents  present 

<1  . 

9 

27 

13 

27 

Unvaccinated 

4 

12 

8 

16 

Dirty  heads 

I 

3 

9 

18 

Defective  teeth 

30 

95 

31 

63 

Enlarged  tonsils,  etc. 

2 

6 

2 

4 

Strabismus 

I 

2 

Ihepharitis 

2 

6 

4 

8 

Defective  sight 

6 

18 

4 

8 

,,  hearing 

I 

3 

9 

18 

Ear  discharge 

I 

2 

Heart  disease 

Bronchitis 

4 

8 

Rickets 

I 

2 

Ruptures 

Goitres 

I 

2 

Tuberculosis 

- 

— 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 

Cervical  glands  enlarged  ...  2  i 

Eye  diseases  ...  ...  2  4 

Anaemia 


I 


6i 


Number  examined 

Parents  present 
Un  vaccinated 


Ag^e  1 2. 

Hoys. 

366 

125  S 

45  12 

2  -5 

278  76 
2 1  6 

4  I 

9  2 

69  19 

65  18 

8  2 

I  ’3 

I  ’3 

^  '3 

5  ^ 


Dirty  heads 
Body  vermin 
Defec4ive  teeth 
Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 
Idepharitis 
Strabismus 
Defective  sight 
,,  hearing 


Ear  discharge 

Heart  Disease 

Bronchitis 

Phthisis 

Goitres 

Tuberculosis 

Excluded 


I  '3 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 


Cervical  glands  enlarged 
Anaemia  ...  . 

Eczema 
Scabies 

Ringworm  (skin)  ... 
Other  skin  diseases 
Eye  diseases 


Boys. 

5 

4 

I 

I 

I 

3 

I 


Girls. 

342 

158  47 

64  19 

% 

72  21 

I  *3 
216  63 

28  8 

4  I 
4  I 
70  20 

60  18 

4  I 

3  V 

4  I 

21  6 

34  10 

4  1 


Girls. 

2 

9 


I 


3 

2 
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Agre  14. 


Hoys. 

Number  examined 

563 

Parents  present 

164 

% 

29 

Unvaccinated 

1 10 

19 

Dirty  heads 

— 

Body  vermin 

— 

Defective  teeth 

419 

74 

Under  4  decayed  323 

4  and  over  ,,  g6 

Enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids 

34 

6 

Strabismus 

9 

I  '6 

Blepharitis 

2 

‘4 

Defective  sight 

86 

15 

,,  hearing 

8r 

M 

Ear  discharge 

13 

2 

Heart  disease 

5 

'9 

Bronchitis 

6 

I 

Phthisis 

I 

*2 

Rickets 

4 

7 

Ruptures 

I 

*2 

Goitres 

20 

3*6 

Tuberculosis 

Other  Diseases  or  Defects. 


Enlarged  cervical  ^»lands  ...  4 

Anaemia  ...  ...  g 

Eczema  ...  ...  2  • 

Ringworm  (skin)  ...  ...  i 

Other  skin  diseases  ...  4 

Eye  diseases  ...  ...  i 

Bifid  uvula  ...  ...  2 

Appendicitis  ...  ...  i 

Paralysis  ...  ...  2 


Girls. 

541 

% 

208  38 
115  2! 

92  17 

4  7 
403  74 

* 

41  8 

5  *9 

4  7 

126  23 

65  12 

12  2 

3  -6 

4  7 


48  89 

2  *4 


5 

20 

I 

1 

9 

2 

3 
3 
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Remarks. 

It  has  been  found  impossible  to  examine  all  the  infant 
child'en  admitted  during  the  year.  All  the  schools  were  visited 
and  children  examined  for  the  first  half  o{  the  year,  but  during 
the  second  half,  five  schools  weje  crowded  out  owing  to  the 
necessity  of  getting  in  one-third  of  the  children  born  in  igoi,  i.e. 
twelve  years  old.  The  infant  children  missed  will  be  examined 
as  soon  as  possible  in  1914.  The  children  born  in  igor  were 
undertaken  to  comply  with  the  13oard  of  Education’s  requirements 
that  in  1915  the  leaving  age  should  be  changed  from  14  to  12,  but 
at  the  same  time  all  children  leaving  school  who  have  not 
pi  eviously  been  examined  should  be  seen.  The  only  way  to  effect 
this  was  at  once  to  begin  examining  the  children  who  would 
leave  in  1915,  i.e.,  who  were  born  in  igoi*  One-third  of  these 
have  now  been  examined  and  it  is  proposed  to  get  in  another 
third  in  1914,  which  leaves  only  one-third  to  be  examined  as 
leavers  in  1915,  before  changing  to  the  age  of  12.  All  these 
children  have  already  been  examined  once  as  7-year  olds. 

d'he  number  of  children  leaving  school  who  have  been 
examined  has  dropped  considerably.  This  is  owing  to  the 
mornings  only  now  being  to  this  work.  It  therefore  takes  longer 
to  get  round  the  schools  and  more  escape.  This  will  right  itself 
in  1915. 

Dirty  Heads. 

There  is  a  drop  in  the  decimals  this  year,  i.e.,  from  g.2  to  g. 
per  cent.  It  is  rare  now  to  find  a  really  verminous  head  in  the 
schools.  The  great  majority  of  children  classed  as  having  dirt}^ 

heads  have  a  few  nits  -  but  these  few  are  quite  unnecessary. 

« 

Defective  Teeth. 

This  percentage  has  dropped  but  still  remains  very  high.  It 
is  a  problem  of  such  magnitude  that  it  can  only  be  dealt  with 
when  more  funds  are  at  the  disposal  of  local  education  authorities 
than  can  be  allocated  at  present.  At  present  it  is  impossible  to 
cope  in  any  way  with  such  a  widespread  evil. 
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Enlarged  Tonsils  and  Adenoids. 

This  percentag^e  continues  to  drop  and  is  a  definite  proof  of 
the  educative  value  of  medical  inspection 


Defective  Sight. 

There  is  the  usual  disproportion  between  the  girls  and  boys  - 
the  girls  suffering  more  from  this  defect.  The  following  is  a 
table  giving  the  relative  frequency  of  defect  in  one  eye  or  both. 


Right. 

Left. 

Hoth. 

% 

Hoys  (14) 

82 

17 

20 

45 

Girls  (I4) 

126 

26 

21 

79 

Hoys  (12) 

65 

15 

15 

35 

Girls  (12) 

68 

5 

10 

53 

Hoys  (7) 

4 

I 

I 

2 

Girls  (7) 

6 

2 

0 

4 

It  is  not  possible  to  d 

raw 

any  conclusions  from  these 

figures 

nor  did  the  returns  of  last  year  show  that  one  eye  was  more 
markedly  affected  than  another. 


Phthisis. 

The  number  of  definite  cases  is  rather  lower  than  last  year, 
but  there  were  nine  doubtful  cases  which  were  referred  to  their 
own  doctors  and  which  will  be  kept  under  observation.  The 
definitely  phthisical  cases  which  are  out  of  school  are  watched  at 
intervals,  some  come  regularly  each  month  for  examination.  Not 
much  improvement  is  noted  in  most  cases  unless  the  children  can 
be  got  away.  During  the  year  a  careful  inquiry  has  been  made 
into  the  family  history  of  these  cases,  and  also  the  relation  of 
pneumonia  and  pleurisy  to  phthisis. 
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:ase. 

Family  History  of 

Pleurisy. 

Pneumonia. 

('ONSUMPTION. 

1 

— 

Father. 

1 

Two  of  fatlier’s  sisters  died 

Father. 

Patient  twice. 

of  consumption. 

1 

Father  consumptive. 

— 

— 

1 

Mother  and  6  children  died 

— 

— 

of  consumption. 

Father  consumptive. 

1 

1 

Father’s  side. 

Mother’s  side. 

Mother  twice. 

Patient. 

1 

Mother’s  side. 

Mother  multiple 

— 

pleurisies. 

1 

Father’s  side. 

— 

— 

1 

— 

Father  and 

patient. 

1 

n  H 

— 

Patient. 

1 

M  M 

Mother  multiple 

— 

pleurisies. 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Mother’s  side. 

— 

Patient. 

n  >> 

Father’s  side. 

— 

Father 

Father  consumptive. 

Father  twice. 

Father  and 

patient  twice. 

1 

Mother’s  side. 

Patient  &  mother. 

Patient. 

1 

— : 

— 

Patient. 

1 

Father’s  side. 

Father. 

— 

1 

— 

— 

Patient. 

1 

Father’s  side.  One  child 

Father. 

— 

died  of  consumption. 

1 

Mother’s  side.  Nine  died 

Mother  3  times. 

— 

of  consumption. 

1 

Eight  died  of  consumption. 

— 

— 

1 

Father  and  3  children  died 

— 

— 

of  consumption. 

1 

Father’s  side. 

— 

-- 

1 

Consumption  in  family. 

— 

Patient. 

1 

Mother’s  side.  Two  children  — 

— 

died  enlarged  glands. 

1 

— 

Mother. 

— 

1 

Two  children  died  wasting. 

— 

Patient, 

1 

Father’s  side. 

— 

Patient, 

1 

Father  and  one  child  died 

— 

Patient. 

of  consumption. 

1 

Father’s  side. 

Mother. 

Pati«nt. 
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Case.  Family  History  of  Pleurisy.  Pneumonia. 

Consumption. 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Two  children  died  wasting. 


Mother’s  side. 

Mother  consumptive. 

Both  sides. 

Mother’s  side. 

Mother’s  side. 

Father’s  side. 
Mother’s  side. 


Mother  multiple 
pleurisies. 

Mother  &  patient. 
Mother  twice. 

Father  twice. 


Patient. 


F^atient  twice. 


Patient. 


No.  OF  Cases.  Family  History  of 

Consumption. 

46  38 


ITeurisy. 


8  Fathers. 
12  Mothers. 


20 


Pneumonia. 


In  1 7  cases  the 
patient  has  had 
pneumonia. 


F'rom  this  record  it  will  be  seen  that  either  (I)  there  is  a 
strong  hereditary  predisposition  to  tubercle,  or  (2)  that  members 
of  the  same  family  are  exposed  to  the  same  predisposing  cause. 

Goitres. 

As  has  been  noted  for  several  years  this  defect  is  common  in 
Walsall.  Enquiry  has  also  been  made  into  the  family  history  of 
this  complaint.  Out  of  87  cases  found  in  the  schools  52  gave  a 
a  history  of  this  disease  affecting  more  than  one  member  of  the 
family — sometimes  the  parent,  sometimes  several  of  the  children. 
This  also,  as  has  been  pointed  out  above,  indicates  either  a  family 
tendency  or  a  common  predisposing  cause,  or  both. 

Vaccination. 

25 '5  per  cent,  of  the  total  number  of  the  children  examined 
are  unvaccinated  this  year.  In  this  connection  it  is  of  interest  to 
compare  the  infant  returns  of  the  last  three  years. 
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I9II 

Infant  Boys 

I3‘8 

per  cent. 

Unvaccinated. 

,,  Girls 

157 

j  ) 

1912 

,,  Boys 

18 

5  J 

9  9 

,,  Girls 

19 

♦  > 

9  9 

1913 

„  Boys 

33 

9  9 

9  9 

Clothing 

,,  Girls 

AND  Boots. 

Clothing. 

25 ’5 

99 

99 

Boots. 

No. 

Good.  Fair.  Poor. 

Good. 

Fair.  Poor. 

3872 

...  2753  883  236 

1 

3269 

351  252 

Good  =  sufficient  to  protect  the  child,  but  not  necessarily  clean  or 
in  good  repair. 

Fair  =  probably  sufficient  to  protect  the  child. 

Poor  =  insufficient  to  rags. 

A  large  number  of  children  wear  no  wool  under  the 
outer  garment  summer  or  winter. 

General  Condition  of  the  Children. 

There  is  nothing  to  add  to  what  has  been  said  in  previous 
years  except  to  urge  the  consideration  of  some  open-air  structure 
for  delicate  children. 

F.  Minor  defects  are  treated  at  the  schools  and  clinics  by  the 

School  Nurses  under  the  direction  of  the  School  Medical 
Inspector.  Where  major  defects  are  found  they  call  at  the 
homes  of  the  children  and  impress  on  the  parents  the  necessity 
for  obtaining  treatment.  P'ortnightly  lists  of  the  names  and 
addresses  of  children  suffering  from  defects  are  prepared  by  the 
Nurses  from  Medical  Cards  and  these  are  handed  on  to  the 
ladies  of  the  Children’s  Care  Committee,  who  kindly  call  at  the 
homes,  interview  the  parents  and  record  results,  while  affording 
what  assistance  they  may  find  desirable  and  possible.  In  this 
connection  it  may  be  noted  also  that  an  increase  of  funds 
would  lead  to  increased  usefulness. 
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G.  The  number  of  cases  of  notifiable  diseases  sent  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  to  the  School  Medical  Inspector 
during  the  year  is  as  follows  : —Scarlet  Fever,  104  (1912— II8)  ; 
Diphtheria  and  Membranous  Croup,  33  (1912  — 12). 

c 

At  the  beginning  of  F'ebruary  an  outbreak  of  measles  occurred 
at  several  schools  in  the  l^orough.  Special  visits  were  paid  by 
the  School  Medical  Inspector  and  every  child  in  the  Infant 
Departments  of  the  affected  schools  was  examined.  All 
suspicious  children  were  picked  out  tfieir  throats  examined  and 
the  temperatures  taken,  and  they  were  then  sent  home  to  be 
watched,  d'he  Infant  Departments  visited  were  Butts,  Hillary 
Street,  Fleck,  Wolverhampton  Road  and  Elmore  (jreen.  The 
epidemic  did  not  assume  a  severe  form  until  the  beginning  of 
April,  when  it  was  found  necessary  to  close  Elmore  Green 
Infant  department.  Following  this  Bloxwich  National  and 
Bloxwich  R.  C.  Infant  departments  were  closed,  and  then 
Leamore  and  Butts  followed.  The  schools  were  reopened  after 
an  interval  of  about  three  weeks.  In  June,  Tantarra  Street  and 
Blakenall  Infant  departments  were  also  closed,  and  these  were 
followed  by  St.  Mary’s  R.C. 

The  epidemic  was  a  severe  one  especially  in  its  after  effects. 
Many  children  were  seen  at  the  Inspection  clinics  six  weeks 
after  the  illness,  who  were  totally  unfit  for  school,  owing  to 
extreme  debility  and  general  depression. 

In  visiting  the  Infant  Departments  I  was  struck  by  the  keen¬ 
ness  of  the  Head  Teachers,  and  the  ability  many  of  them 
displayed  in  detecting  early  suspicious  cases,  and  the  prom[)t 
manner  in  which  they  reported  and  eliminated  these  children. 

In  this  connection  also  the  daily  lists  of  absentees  and  cause 
of  absence  furnished  by  the  School  Attendance  Officers  have 
been  of  the  greatest  service,  and  have  well  repaid  the  extra 
work  they  have  entailed. 
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Blind  and  deaf  children  are  sent  to  special  schools  for  such 
cases  at  Edgbaston  and  Exeter.  The  question  ot  treatment  of 
mentally  and  physically  defective  children  will  come  under 
consideration  in  1914. 

I.  (I),  Temperance  has  been  taught  in  accordance  with  the 
Board  of  Education  Syllabus,  by  means  of  readers  and  fort¬ 
nightly  lessons. 

II.  (II).  F  ree  exercises  are  taught  in  accordance  with  the 
Hoard  of  Education  Syllabus,  supplemented  by  the  use  of  clubs 
wands  and  dumb-bells.  Swimming  is  also  taught  to  a  large 
number  of  scholars  of  both  sexes. 

(III).  No  open-air  school,  camps,  etc.,  under  Article  44  (g) 
of  the  Code  of  1909  have  been  arranged. 


Returns  of  the  School  Nurses  for  1913. 

Cliildreii  Notes  to  Home  Days  with 

District.  seen.  parents.  Dressings,  visits.  S.MI.  Office. 


N.  Walsall 

21,909 

1,725 

415 

262 

46 

19i 

S.  Walsall 

18,411 

9,741 

176 

204 

67 

22 

Bloxwich 

17,082 

2,111 

182 

177 

48 

161 

In  the  returns  of  each  nurse  the  number  of  notes  sent  to  the 
parents  has  diminished  by  some  hundreds,  and  this  points  to  a 
better  condition  of  things  generally  in  the  schools. 

A  much  larger  number  of  home  visits  has  been  paid.  Many 
of  these  cases,  as  has  been  pointed  out  before,  have  been 
taken  from  the  daily  lists  of  absentees  furnished  by  the  School 
Attendance  Officers,  Where  the  ailment  alleged  makes  it 
doubtful  if  the  child  could  attend  an  inspection  clinic,  the 
nurse  of  the  district  calls  at  the  house  and  ascertains  the 
condition  of  the  child,  and  reports  on  it  to  the  School  Medical 
Inspector.  Where  a  dressing  is  necessary  it  is  applied  or  the 
case  transferred  to  the  District  Staff  of  the  Victoria  Nursing 
Home,— if  the  child  is  considered  fit  to  attend  school,  it  is 
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requested  to  attend  the  next  clinic.  Whatever  condition  the 
nurse  finds  is  entered  opposite  the  child’s  name  on  the  lists. 
The  School  Medical  Inspector  enters  opposite  the  name  the 
probable  date  of  the  child’s  return  to  school  after  being  seen  at 
the  clinic,  or  its  length  of  absence  before  being  again  seen.  In 
this  way  much  valuable  work  is  done  and  a  ver}^  constant 
supervision  kept  on  many  children. 

During  the  year  35  cases  have  been  transferred  from  the 
care  of  the  school  nurses  to  the  District  Nursing  Staff  of  the 
Victoria  Nursing  Home  ;  416  visits  have  been  paid  to  them. 
These  comprise  such  things  as  sores,  ulcers,  abscesses,  scalds, 
and  burns,  pneumonia,  pleurisy,  pediculi,  worms,  eczema, 
discharging  ears  and  eyes,  etc.  Many  thanks  are  due  to  Miss 
Holloway,  the  lady  superintendent,  for  her  kindness  in  allowing 
the  transference  of  these  children,  and  for  the  care  and  atten¬ 
tion  given  to  them  by  the  district  nurses. 

Acting  under  instructions  from  the  School  Medical  Inspector, 
ths  school  nurses  have  undertaken  the  treatment  of  105  special 
cases  other  than  the  general  cases  seen  at  the  schools.  Many 
of  these  are  first  seen  at  the  inspection  clinic  and  then  referred 
to  one  of  the  nurses  with  instruction  for  treatment.  Such 
cases  are  sores,  sore  and  verminous  heads,  chilblains,  caked 
ringworms,  eczema,  boils,  syringing  ears  for  wax,  scalds, 
iomentations  for  various  troubles,  skin  diseases,  poisoned 
wounds,  etc.  None  of  these  cases  were  seeing  a  doctor,  and 
were  being  ignorantly  treated  or  neglected  by  the  parents. 

The  Children’s  Care  Committee  continues  to  carry  on  the 
good  work  done  by  its  members  in  the  past.  During  the  year 
86  pairs  of  glasses  have  been  supplied  to  children  and  the  cost 
of  the  visit  to  the  doctor  defrayed.  Voluntary  funds  are 
utilised  and  a  sum  of  £2%  5s.  od.  has  been  expended. 


Council  House, 

Walsall, 

9th  February,  1914. 


HARRY  SHORE,  M.D.,  D.RH., 

School  Medical  Officer. 

EDITH  SERJEANT,  L.R.C.S.,  L.R.C.P., 
School  Medical  Inspector. 


71 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 


for  the  Borough  of  Walsall, 
for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1913. 


t 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Health  Committee. 

Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

I  herewith  submit  to  you  a  Report  for  the  year  I9I3> 
8,iving  particulars  of  the  work  performed  under  your 
direction  by  the  Inspectorial  Staff  of  the  Health  De¬ 
partment. 


STAFF. 

Of  six  members  of  the  Health  Department  Staff  at 
the  commencement  of  1913  only  two  completed  the  year’s 
service.  The  changes  were  as  follow,  viz. : — In  Sep¬ 
tember,  the  Office  Boy,  Orgill  was  replaced  by  F.  Bird, 
Mr.  John  Shingler  who  as  Clerk  had  served  the  Committee 
since  1905,  died  in  October  after  a  very  short  illness,  and 
Mr.  W.  Bentley  commenced  duties  as  Clerk  in  November- 

Mr.  W.  A.  Hudson,  District  Sanitary  Inspector  since 
1908,  terminated  his  appointment  in  October,  having 
been  selected  as  Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Newport 
Urban  District  Council,  Isle-of-  Wight,  and  Mr.  G.  Ellison, 
District  Sanitary  Inspector  since  1911  completed  his 
appointment  in  December  on  his  engagement  as  a 
Sanitary  Inspector  by  the  Hornsey  Town  Council. 
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These  changes  seriously  affected  the  work  of  the 
Department  during  the  last  quarter  of  the  year.  The 
vacancies  caused  by  the  resignation  of  Inspectors  Hudson 
and  Ellison  were  filled  by  the  appointment  of  Messrs-. 
E.  Newbould  and  F.  Turner. 

MAGISTERIAL  PROCEEDINGS. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  report  that  in  the 
year  it  has  only  been  necessary  on  two  occasions  to 
institute  proceedings  before  the  Justices  for  unabated 
nuisances.  In  each  case  an  Order  was  made. 

In  addition  it  was  necessary  to  issue  two  summonses 
under  the  Bye-Laws  for  houses  let  in  lodgings.  In  one 
case  an  order  was  made  for  the  work  to  be  done  within  7 
days  and  the  other  case  the  summons  was  withdrawn  the 
work  having  been  done  between  the  service  and  hearing 
of  the  summons. 

These  proceedings  had  the  effect  of  securing  a  closer 
observation  of  the  Bye-Laws  in  the  houses  in  respect  to 
which  they  were  issued. 

NUISANCE  ABATEMENT. 

Particulars  of  nuisances  and  other  matters  dealt  with 
are  given  in  Table  1,  and  structural  improvements  effected 
in  Table  IL 

Two  thousand  nine  hundred  and  two  nuisances  were 
satisfactorily  abated.  On  referring  to  the  number  of 
statutory  notices  served,  it  is  found  that  in  60%  of  the  cases 
a  legal  notice  has  been  unnecessary,  the  nuisance  being 
abated  after  an  informal  intimation  has  been  given  to  the 
person  in  default,  and  in  only  one  case  in  upwards  of  a 
thousand  has  a  summons  been  issued. 
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There  has  been  some  delay  in  remedying  insanitary 
conditions  in  houses  of  the  poorer  type. 

The  delay,  has  I  think,  been  occasioned  by  owners 
deferring  the  making  of  any  extensive  repairs,  so  that  time 
for  carefully  considering  the  probabilities  of  the  future 
as  regards  the  demands  likely  to  be  made  upon  them 
might  be  obtained,  and  this  has  resulted  in  a  rather  larger 
number  of  unabated  nuisances  remaining  on  the  books  at 
the  end  of  the  year;  in  many  of  these  cases  the  worst 
conditions  were  remedied,  but  the  requirements  of  the 
notices  were  not  fulfilled  in  detail. 

Probably  the  most  difficult  problem  in  nuisance 
abatement  is,  those  cases  where  small  house  property, 
which  for  many  years  has  not  had  any  satisfactory 
repairs,  is  owned  by  people  dependent  upon  the  rents  for 
their  income,  and  doubtless  within  a  few  years  many 
such  houses  will  either  change  hands  or  otherwise  will  be 
condemned  and  demolished. 

Four  hundred  and  thirty  seven  notices,  principally  Notice  to 

Occupiers. 

relating  to  dirty  houses,  workshops,  or  water-closets,  have 
been  addressed  to  occupiers  or  tenants. 

In  five  cases  a  report  was  made,  the  nuisance  being  Smoke 

Nuisances. 

abated  after  notice  was  issued. 

HOUSING,  TOWN  PLANNING.  &C.  ACT. 

Six  hundred  and  thirty  seven  houses  have  been  re¬ 
ported  on ;  of  these,  34  were  referred  to  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  as  unfit  for  human  habitation,  and  in  316  cases, 
defects  were  apparent  to  which  the  owners’  attention  was 
called. 

A  total  of  75  houses  were  closed,  66  demolished,  and 
477  repaired  and  renovated. 
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Plans. 


Drain  Tests. 


Privy 

Conversion. 


No.  of  Privies 
in  the  Borough. 


Nuisances  from 
keeping  of 
Animals. 


HOUSE  DRAINAGE. 

Plans  showing  improved  drainage  of  150  houses  have 
been  recorded,  viz. : — 44  in  No.  I,  31  in  No.  2,  and  83  in 
No.  3  Districts,  also  No.  I  District  I  Workshop,  and  No. 
2  District  i  Factory  and  I  Workshop. 

Ninety  nine  tests  have  been  made,  viz. : — alleged  de¬ 
fective  drains  49,  in  connection  with  Typhoid  cases  7, 
other  illnesses  7,  the  remaining  tests  were  for  other 
reasons,  or  for  trying  new  work. 

The  tests  have  included  in  No.  I  District  the  drains 
of  65  houses  and  I  Slaughterhouse,  in  No.  2  District  109 
houses  and  I  School,  and  in  No.  3  District  27  houses  and 
I  Slaughterhouse.  Nearly  a  mile  length  of  new  drains 
has  been  laid  for  improving  existing  buildings. 

Thirty  houses  previously  undrained  have  been  con¬ 
nected  by  properly  laid  pipe  drains  to  the  sewer. 

One  hundred  and  thirty  five  privies  have  been  dis¬ 
pensed  with  and  substituted  with  water  closets. 

An  approximate  estimate  of  the  number  of  closets  in 
the  Borough  was  made  in  October,  1912,  in  reply  to  an 
enquiry  from  the  Local  Government  Board,  the  figures 
have  been  corrected  and  brought  up-to-date,  the 
approximate  estimate  at  the  end  of  1913  is : — 

Water-closets,  furnished  with  flushing  cisterns  6500 


„  „  hand-flushed  ...  ...  1050O 

„  „  wastewater  ...  ...  85 

Privies  with  fixed  receptacles  ...  ...  1000 

„  ,,  movable  receptacles  ...  ...  5 


Total  18090 

In  67  cases  the  keeping  of  animals  or  poultry  under 
foul  conditions  was  reported,  and  the  nuisances  satisfac¬ 
torily  abated. 
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DAIRIES,  COWSHEDS  AND  MILKSHOPS. 

Two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  registered  persons  are 
visited,  and  any  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  dealt 
with.  Generally,  the  cowsheds  and  milk  stores  are  satis¬ 
factorily  kept. 


SLAUGHTERHOUSES. 

There  were  42  private  slaughterhouses  in  use  as 
compared  with  48  ten  years  ago,  18  are  registered,  and  21 
licensed,  18  of  the  licenses  being  for  a  period  of  one  year. 
The  buildings  are  maintained  in  a  fairly  satisfactory 
state,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  of  the  oldest  premises, 
where  the  proximity  of  other  )  buildings,  or  insufficient 
accommodation  for  fasting  animals,  militates  against  the 
best  of  conditions  being  maintained. 

INSPECTION  OF  MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

Particulars  of  unwholesome  food  destroyed  are  given 
on  page  91 

FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

With  few  exceptions,  each  workshop  in  the  Borough 
has  been  visited.  The  usual  defects  are  need  of  lime¬ 
washing,  a  fault  which  ordinarily  is  remedied  at  the  first 
holiday  following  the  Inspector’s  visit. 

OUTWORKERS. 

A  report  on  Outworkers’  Homes  is  presented  half- 
yearly,  this  class  of  work  is  carried  out  under  wholesome 
conditions.  There  is  a  great  reduction  in  the  number  of 
persons  employed  as  Outworkers  in  the  clothing  trades. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE. 


The  duties  in  connection  with  notifiable  disease  Mother 
than  Tuberculosis)  have  been  li.2:htened  owing  to  a  further 
reduction  in  the  number  of  cases  reported,  viz.: — 302 
cases  notified  in  1913,  as  compared  with  328  in  1912,  411 
in  1911,  and  726  in  1910.  The  Inspectors  have  been  able 
to  devote  more  time  to  the  sanitary  state  of  the  congested 
portions  of  their  districts,  &c. 

SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 

A  Quarterly  Return  is  made  to  the  Local  Government 
Board  and  to  the  Board  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  as 
to  the  result  of  analysis  of  samples  and  proceedings 
generally  for  securing  compliance  with  the  Acts. 

The  Annual  Report  commences  on  page  103 

FERTILISERS  AND  FEEDING  STUFFS  ACT. 

There  has  been  no  action  taken  under  this  Act  during 
the  year. 


CANAL  BOATS  ACTS. 

Particulars  are  contained  in  the  Annual  Report 
commencing  on  page  109 

HOUSES  LET  IN  LODGINGS. 

Twelve  houses  let  in  lodgings  were  registered  during 
the  year.  There  are  now  21  such  houses  in  the  Borough. 

A  closer  supervision  than  previously  has  been  exer¬ 
cised,  houses  of  this  class  provide  what  may  be  looked 
upon  as  the  poorest  type  of  home,  when  it  is  remembered 
that  one  room  has  to  serve  for  that  purpose,  and  in  a 
house  of  6  rooms  there  may  be  six  separate  families. 
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The  houses  registered  in  the  year  were  very  fair 
structurally,  all  having  well  lighted  and  well  ventilated 
rooms,  and  if  the  lodger  practices  common  cleanliness, 
the  conditions  under  which  he  lives  may  be  as  sanitary^ 
or  even  more  so  than  those  existing  in  the  poorest  type 
of  small  house  property.  The  provisions  of  the  Bye- 
Laws,  strictly  enforced,  ensure  this. 


INFECTIOUS  DISEASES  HOSPITALS. 

The  Infectious  Diseases  Hospitals  at  Sneyd  Lane, 
Bloxwich,  and  Hospital  Street  have  been  visited  from 
time  to  time  by  the  Chairman  and  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  their  instructions  have  been  carried  into 
effect.  The  Hospital  at  Sneyd  Lane  has  been  closed 
since  February  2lst,  1905.  The  caretaker  keeps  the 
bedding  and  clothing  well  aired,  and  a  ward  can  be 
made  ready  for  use  at  any  time  on  giving  one  hour’s 
notice. 
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SUMMARY  OF  INSPECTIONS  AND  VISITS 
MADE  DURING  THE  YEAR. 

No.  of  dwelling-houses  examined  as  to  their  Sanitary 

conditions  under  the  Housing,  &c.  Act  ••  637 

„  District  Inspections  ...  8566 

„  Inspections  of  Workshops  •••  •••  477 

„  „  Factories  (with  regard  to  Sanitary 

conveniences)  ...  ...  ...  102 

„  Inspections  of  Homes  of  Out-workers  ...  205 

„  „  Slaughter-houses  ••  ...  2159 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  220 

„  „  Fishyards  ...  ...  300 

„  ,,  Dairies,  or  Cowsheds,  or  Milk- 

shops  .  ...  ...  ...  659 

„  Inspections  of  Lodging-houses  ...  ...  185 

„  „  of  work  proceeding  for  abatement 

of  nuisances  after  notice  ...  ...  11416 

,,  Visits  to  houses  in  which  Infectious  Disease 

occurred  ...  ...  ...  309 

,,  Samples  of  Water  obtained  ...  ...  32 

„  „  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs 

Acts  ...  ...  ...  ..  174 

,,  Canal  Boats  Inspected  ...  ...  65 

„  Fumigations  after  notifiable  disease  ...  168 

„  „  Phthisis,  Cancer,  Measles 

or  Whooping  Cough  ...  119 

„  „  of  Schools  ...  ...  4 

,,  Drain  Tests  ...  ...  ...  99 

Total  recorded  visits  25896 


No.  of  Complaints  received  ...  ...  235 

„  Nuisances  abated  ...  ...  2902 

,,  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notified  includ- 

Tnberculosis  ...  ...  716 

„  Letters  sent  out  ...  ...  ..  2209 

„  „  received  ...  ...  ...  872 
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The  year’s  work  has  been  well  up  to  the  average.  It 
will  I  think,  be  agreed  that  the  town  improves  generally 
as  regards  its  sanitary  state,  and  in  no  class  of  houses  in 
the  district  is  this  improvement  more  apparent  than  those 
occupied  by  the  labouring  classes. 

The  nuisances  due  to  tenants  neglect  in  cleansing 
yards,  outbuildings,  and  drains  are  becoming  fewer,  this 
may  not  be  so  much  due  to  close  supervision,  as  to  the 
provision  of  better  facilities  for  aiding  in  cleanliness  by 
the  provision  of  water  supplies,  efficient  paving  and 
sufficient  means  of  drainage. 

The  District  Inspectors  have  performed  their  duties 
well  during  the  year  and  here  I  would  like  to 
acknowledge  the  large  amount  of  work  they  perform. 

As  previously  mentioned  the  work  of  the  Department 
was  disorganised  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  owing  to 
the  many  changes,  at  time  of  writing  the  work  is  pro¬ 
ceeding  fairly  well,  and  in  a  short  time  the  members  of 
the  staff  will,  I  think,  be  carrying  out  their  duties  in  as 
efficient  a  manner  as  their  predecessors. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  tender  to  the  Committee 
sincere  thanks  for  their  continued  support  and  help  in 
the  performance  of  my  duties. 

I  am,  Mr.  Chairman  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Mem.  of  the  Sanitary  Inspectors’  Association, 
Inspector  of  Nuisances. 

Health  Department, 

Council  House,  Walsall, 

March,  1914. 


8o 

Table  I. 

Number  of  Nuisances  and  other  matters  visited  and 
reported  by  the  Inspectot  s. 


No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

— 

District. 

District. 

District. 

TOTAL. 

Foul  drains,  water  closets,  privies  & 

ashpits 

309 

377 

329 

1015 

,,  sinks  and  wastes  ... 

65 

57 

4 

67 

189 

,,  urinals 

10 

4 

18 

,,  manure  pits 

2 

1 

I 

3 

,,  ditches  or  cesspools 

I 

2 

■ 

9 

12 

,,  roof  ashpits 

237 

168 

78 

483 

,,  rain  water  cisterns 

5 

6 

1 1 

Offensive  accumulations  of  refuse  . . 
Sink,  bath  or  rain  water  pipes  con- 

2b 

10 

25 

61 

nected  to  sewer 

2 

2 

4 

Defective  flushing  cisterns  for  water 

closets  ... 

4 

2 

6 

Animals,  &c,,  so  kept  as  to  be  a 

* 

nuisance 

26 

25 

16 

67 

Water-closets  or  privies  improperly 

fouled  ... 

75 

31 

73 

179 

Nuisance  arising  from  emission  of 

Mond  Gas 

I 

2 

I 

4 

Nuisance  arising  from  emission  of 

black  smoke 

4 

I 

c; 

Dwelling-houses  needing  repairs 

j 

throughout 

140 

97 

368 

Dwelling-houses  having  defective 

spoutings 

56 

41 

38 

135 

Dwelling-houses  in  a  dirty  state  .. 

10 

1 1 

16 

37 

,,  or  parts  thereof  over¬ 

crowded 

20 

1 1 

45 

I 

Living  van  overcrowded 
Dwelling-houses  having  stagnant 

I 

water  in  cellar 

5 

I 

6 

12 

Dwelling-houses  not  having  sufficient 

water  closets  or  ashpits 
Dwelling-houses  not  havingsuflicient 

9 

^9 

2 

30 

drains  .. 

*  *  *  «  •  • 

15 

32 

38 

85 

Dwelling-houses  without  a  proper 

supply  of  drinking  water 

8 

6 

14 

Workshops  needing  limewashing  & 

cleansing 

38 

9 

20 

67 

Workshop  roof  defective 

• «  • 

I 

I 

Carried  forward 

1068 

917 

867 

2852 

8i 

Table  I — continued. 


No,  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District.  | 

TOTAL. 

i^rought  forward 

ISaok  yards  needing  paving  or  re- 

1068 

917 

867 

2S52 

paving  ... 

19 

22 

44 

^5 

To  limewash  houses  let  in  lodgings 
,,  improve  means  of  light,  drainage 

5 

4 

9 

&c.  at  cowsheds 

,,  limewash  cowsheds  (postcards  to 

3 

3 

occupiers) 

II 

5 

14 

30 

,,  repair  roof  of  slaughterhouse  ... 

•  •  • 

I 

I 

,,  fix  sign  at 

tenants,  notice  “Closing  Order 

» • « 

I 

I 

operative” 

To  Borough  Surveyor. 

l^uildings  or  wells  apparently  in 

3 

•  • « 

3 

an  unsafe  condition 

Defective  spoutings  discharging 

19 

44 

33 

06 

y 

on  to  footpath 

Insufficient  water  supply  at 

17 

32 

33 

82 

dwelling-houses 

Insufficient  closet  accommodation 

2 

3 

5 

at  workshop 

Buildings  erected  without  plans 

4 

5 

9 

being  submitted 

... 

2 

2 

4 

To  cleanse  ashpits 

To  South  Staffordshire  Water 
Works  Co. 

■  • 

7819 

Waste  of  water 

1 1 

17 

16 

44 

Total 

1159 

1052 

1013 

1 1043 

No.  of  nuisances  on  books  31/12/12 
,,  reported  during  the 

26 . 

37 

41 

104 

year 

No.  ofinformal  notices  served  during 

1129 

1015 

968 

3112 

the  year 

No.  of  statutory  noticesserved  during 

0 

00 

771 

833 

2444 

the  year 

No.  of  notices  not  complied  with 

415 

414 

450 

1279 

December  3  ist,  1913 

95 

1^3 

rob 

314 

No’  ot  nuisauces  abated 

1060 

939 

903 

2902 

.. 
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Table  II. 


Sanitary  Work  in  compliance  with  notices. 


No.  _1 
District. 

1  No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

TOTAL. 

No.  of  old  privies  converted  into 
water  closets 

37 

27 

71 

135 

New  drains  (yards  in  length) 

645 

665 

840 

2150 

No.  of  drain  traps 

75 

91 

58 

224 

,,  ventilating  shafts 

28 

33 

26 

87 

,,  inspection  chambers 

23 

27 

34 

84 

,,  new  pans  in  water  closets  ... 

30 

55 

18 

103 

,,  new  traps  in  water  closets  .. 

19 

^3 

23 

55 

,,  water  closets  repaired 

96 

89 

49 

206 

,,  privies  repaired  ... 

a  •  c 

.  •  . 

12 

12 

,,  ashpits  repaired 

10 

1 1 

25 

46 

,,  ashpits  roofed  ... 

66 

62 

36 

164 

,,  urinals  repaired... 

6 

2 

I 

9 

,,  yards  paved  or  repaired 

21 

40 

48 

109 

,,  drains  cleared  ... 

86 

72 

109 

267 

,,  water  closets  cleared 

40 

67 

51 

158 

,,  new  sanitary  sinks 

46 

47 

57 

150 

sinks  fitted  with  waste  pipes 

52 

48 

64 

164 

,,  sink,  bath,  lavatory  waste  or 

rain  pipes  disconnectedfrom 
sewer 

6 

I 

7 

,,  new  water  closets 

4 

27 

10 

41 

,,  new  soil  pipes  ... 

.  .  . 

I 

I 

,,  new  ashpits 

I 

I 

6 

8 

,,  new  ashbins 

155 

166 

29 

350 

,,  new  urinals 

2 

I 

3 

,,  wash-houses  repaired 

10 

^9 

39 

68 

,,  cellar  drains  disconnected  .. 

.  •  . 

7 

*  •  • 

7 

,,  privies  demolished  &  removed 

20 

5 

25 

,,  ashpits  ,,  ,, 

29 

35 

8 

72 

,,  urinals  ,,  „ 

2 

5 

3 

10 

,,  houses  drained  to  sewer 

I 

3 

26 

30 

,,  intercepting  traps 

3 

3 

6 

12 

,,  water  closets  having  flushing 

cisterns  provided  or  repaired 

15 

M 

3 

32 

,,  manure  pits  repaired 

I 

• «  . 

I 

,,  ,,  removed 

•  • « 

... 

I 

I 

83 

TABLE  II — continued. 


No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

TOTAL. 

Dwelling-houses  Repaired  and 

i 

Renovated  Throughout 

88 

57 

97 

242 

,,  houses  having  roofs  or  spoutings 

made  good 

O  •  ♦  •  •  •  • 

103 

53 

40 

196 

,,  houses  cleansed,  coloured  and 

re-papered  by  owners 

8 

1 1 

10 

29 

,,  ditto  by  occupiers 

6 

4 

10 

Total 

199 

127 

477 

Overcrowding. 

No.  of  houses  in  which  the  number 

of  inmates  was  reduced 

10 

4 

7 

2 1 

,,  houses  vacated 

6 

7 

6 

19 

Total 

16 

II 

13 

40 

84 

Table  III. 


Housing,  Town  Planning,  &c.  Act  1909. 

Inspections.  &c.  under  the  Act. 


No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  _3 
District. 

TOTAL. 

No.  of  houses  found  to  be  reasonably 
fit  for  human  habitation  ... 

II9 

55 

1  13 

287 

,,  houses  having  detects  for 

which  notices  were  issued 

'39 

108 

6g 

316 

,,  houses  referred  to  the  Medical 

Officer  of  Health  as  unfit  for 
human  habitation 

23 

11 

34- 

Total 

281 

163 

193 

637 

Unfit  H  ouses. 


No  1 
District. 

No.  2’ 
District. 

No.  _3 
District. 

TOTAL. 

No  of  houses  represented  by  the 
Medical  Officer  of  Health  a? 
unfit  for  human  habitation 

16 

I  I 

27 

,,  houses  for  which  Closing 

Orders  were  made 

24 

24 

,,  houses  for  which  Clo-ing 

Orders  were  determined 

3 

4 

2 

5 

,,  houses  for  which  Demolition 

Orders  were  made 

7 

.  .  . 

1 1 

Houses  Closed  or  Demolished. 
No.  of  houses  closed  “by  Order” 

21* 

21^ 

,,  houses  closed  voluntarily  ... 

30 

21 

3 

54 

Total  closed 

51 

21 

3 

75 

,,  houses  demolished  voluntarily 

14 

1 1 

3 

28 

„  ,,  ,,  for  which 

Orders  had  been  made 

18 

20 

38 

Total  demolished 

32 

31 

3 

66 

*  Houses  No.  8  in  7  court,  Stafford  Street,  and  i,  2,  3,  4  and  5 
in  3  court,  John  Street  were  included  in  the  list  of  houses  closed 
voluntarily  in  1910  and  1912  respectively. 


^5 


Situation  of  Houses  for  which  Closing  Orders 

were  made. 

Hathkrton  Ward — Nos.  i  and  2  in  i  court  Garden  Street, 
No.  2  in  2^  court,  and  Nos.  i,  2,  3,  4  5  in  3  court,  John 
Street. 

Paddock  Ward — Nos.  36,  37,  38  i5ank  Street,  109  Tantarra 
Street. 

Bridge  Ward — Nos.  2  and  7  rear  of  17  Hill  street,  Nos.  i,  2,  3, 
4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  g,  10  in  7  court,  Stafford  street. 

Situation  of  houses  for  which  Demolition  Orders 

were  made. 

Paddock  Ward — Nos.  36,  37,  38  and  Nos.  i  and  2  back  No.  36 
Bank  street. 

Bridge  Ward  —  Nos.  i,  2,  3  Meeting  Yard,  Dudley  street.  Nos. 
2  and  7  back  No.  17  Hill  street,  No.  i  back  No.  8  New 
street. 


Situation  of  houses  made  fit  for  human  habitation 
and  closing  orders  determined. 

Bloxwich  Ward — Nos.  81  and  82  Little  Bloxwich, 

P>RIDGE  Ward — Nos.  38,  38a  and  39  New  street. 

Situation  of  House  represented  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  demolished  before  Demolition  Order 

was  made. 

Hatherton  Ward  — No.  r  back  2  North  street. 
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Situation  of  Houses  repiesented  unfit  for  human 
habitation  and  demolished  after  Demolition  Orders. 

Hatherton  Ward— Nos.  54,  55.  56,  57.  58,  59  Ann  street. 

Paddock  Ward — Nos.  i  and  2  back  36  i^ank  street,  Nos.  5,  6, 
7  in  12  court,  Lower  Rushall  street. 

Bridge  Ward — Nos  i,  2,  3  in  Meeting  Yard  and  No.  49  Dudley 
street.  Nos.  6,  7,  8,  9.  10,  1 1  in  3  court  and  Nos.  i,  2,  3,  4. 
5,  6,  7  in  4  court,  High  street.  2  cottages  rear  of  No.  3  and 
No.  I  back  38  New  street.  Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7  back  47 
Upper  Rushall  street.  Nos.  i  and  2  back  33  Wisemore. 


Situation  of  Houses  closed  voluntarily  by  owners. 

Leamore  Ward — Nos.  i,  2,  3  back  44  Green  Lane,  Birchills, 

Paddock  Ward  —  No.  3  Bank  street  (demolished),  Nos.  55,  56, 
57,  59,  60  Ball  street,  Nos.  8a,  9,  10,  ii,  12,  13  Intown  Row 
(demolished  for  factory  extension).  Nos.  14,  15  16,  17  Lower 
Rushall  street  (taken  into  factory).  No.  2  back  29,  No.  94 
Lower  Rushall  street,  Nos.  i  and  4  in  12  court  Lower 
Rushall  street  (demolished). 

Bridge  Ward— Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  5,  6,  7,  8,  9  and  10  Black  Boy 
Yard,  New  street  (factory  extension),  Nos.  57  and  i  back 
New  street  (demolished),  Nos.  7,  8,  9,  10,  ii,  12,  13,  14  15. 
16,  6  court,  Stafford  street. 

Pleck  Ward  -Nos.  4,  6,  8,  9,  10  and  14  3  court,  Wolver¬ 
hampton  street. 

Caldmore  Ward — Nos.  9  and  10  and  cottage  at  back  High- 
field  Passage, 
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Situation  of  Closed  Houses  demolished  voluntarily 

by  owners. 

Leamore  Ward — House  next  “Rovers  Rest,”  Leamore. 

IUrchills  Ward— Nos.  5I  and  6  Shortacre  street  (for  factory 
extension). 

I^RIDGE  Ward — 3  cottages,  Hull’s  Head  Yard. 

Fleck  Ward — Nos.  30,  31,  32  Rollingmill  street  (for  factory 
extension). 

Caldmore  Ward — Nos.  5,  6,  7,  8  Highfield  Passage, 

(closed  1911)  No.  1  back  15  Caldmore, 


Table  IV. 


Samples  of  water  submitted  for  analysis. 


No.  1 

District. 

No.  2, 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

TOTAL. 

No.  of  samples  taken  :  — 

South  Staffordshire  water... 

4 

10 

2 

16 

From  main  at  Hammerwich 

•  •  • 

2 

Well  water  ... 

1 1 

3 

14 

Total 

15 

13 

2 

32 

No.  certified  as  good  for  drinking... 

7 

5 

2 

16 

,,  „  unsafe  for  drinking 

8 

4 

12 

,,  ,,  unfit  for  drinking  .. 

•  • « 

4 

... 

4 

No.  of  wells  closed 

7 

•  •  • 

7 

,,  houses  supplied  with  S.S.,  water 

24 

•  •  • 

24 

Note  : —Four  samples  of  South  Staffordshire  Company’s  water 
were  submitted  for  Hacteriogical  examination  at 
Hirmingham  University,  two  being  obtained  in  No.  2 
District  and  two  from  the  main  at  Hammerwich. 
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District  Inspection. 


This  work  has  proceeded  steadily  throughout  the  year,  a 
portion  of  each  Ward  has  been  inspected,  the  number  of  houses 
visited  being,  viz. : — 

No.  I  District  ...  ...  ...  2848  houses 

jj  2  ,,  ...  ...  ...  ^6i|4 


.  3 


...  2074 

Total  ...  8566  ,, 


Table  V. 


Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops- 


Kach  cowshed  is  lime-washed  at  least  twice  during  the  year. 


No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  _3 
District. 

TOTAL. 

No.  of  persons  registered  during  the 
year  as  cow-keepers  or  milk- 
sellers  ;.. 

22 

16 

51 

,,  cow-keepers  on 

register 

pi/'2/n 

1 1 

7 

2  I 

39 

,,  milk-sellers 

74 

114 

61 

249 

Totals 

1 

^5 

121 

82 

288 

,,  milking  cows  kept 

.  .  . 

216 

80 

^77 

473 

,,  inspections 

251 

245 

163 

f)59 

Bakehouses. 


Each  bakehouse  is  lime-washed  at  least  twice  during  the  year. 


No.  1 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

TOTAL. 

No.  of  bakehouses  in  use 

15 

22 

^9 

56 

,,  ,,  registered  as  factories 

3 

'9 

3 

15 

,.  inspections 

91 

68 

61 

220 

89 

Slaughterhouses. 


No.  _1  j 

District.  | 

No.  2 
District. 

No. 

District. 

TOTAL. 

No,  of  registered  slaughter-houses  in 
use3i/i2/i3 

7 

3 

8 

18 

,,  licensed  slaughter-houses  in 

use3i/i2/i3 

5 

8 

8 

2  I 

Other  slaughter-houses 

I 

2 

3 

Total 

13 

13 

16 

42 

No.  of  slaughter-house  licenses 
issued  (for  one  year) 

3 

8 

7 

18 

,,  notices  of  occupation  received 

•  •  • 

2 

2 

,,  inspections 

719 

664 

776- 

2159 

Additional  Slaughterhouse. 

A  license  for  a  period  of  one  year  was  issued  on  April  i/jth, 
1913  for  the  slaughter-house  at  the  rear  of  27a  Stafford  street. 
The  buildings  were  erected  and  tor  some  years  were  used  as  a 
slaughter-house  but  had  been  disused  as  such  since  June  1902. 
In  the  early  months  of  the  year  concrete  floors  were  laid,  the 
internal  walls  were  lined  with  glazed  bricks,  improvements  were 
made  in  the  means  of  light,  ventilation  and  drainage,  to  the 
satisfaction  of  the  Health  Committee. 


Slaughterhouses  now  disused. 

'I'he  buildings  used  as  a  slaughter-house  rear  of  119  lUue 
Lane  ceased  to  be  used  as  such  in  April  1913,  since  when  they 
have  been  utilised  for  other  purposes;  similar  remaiks  apply  to 
the  slaughterhouse  at  rear  of  82  (fliurch  street,  Ifloxwich,  the 
occupation  of  which  as  a  slaughtei  house  ceased  in  December 
1913,  at  time  of  writing  the  building  is  in  use  as  a  store  room. 


go 


Fish  Yards 


-  .  .... 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

District. 

District. 

District. 

"lOTAL. 

No.  of  fish  yards 

3 

5 

I 

9 

,,  inspections 

159 

no 

31 

300 

Workshops. 

No.  1 

No.  2 

No.  3 

District. 

District. 

District. 

TOTAL. 

No.  of  workshops  on  the  register  ... 

270 

285 

I4I 

6g6 

,,  notices  served  relative  to  in- 

sanitary  conditions  at  woik- 
shops 

50 

21 

21 

92 

,,  Inspections  of  workshops  .. 

242 

162 

73 

477 

,,  ,,  factories 

27 

6g 

6 

102 

Work  carried  out  in  compliance 

with  notices,  viz.  :  — 

No.  of  rooms  lime-washed  and 

cleansed 

78 

16 

34 

1 28 

,,  workshops  repaired  (roofs. 

spoutings,  &c.)  ... 

I 

I 

I 

3 

Other  nuisances  abated,  1 

Factories  and  Workshops/ 

1  2 

9 

•  •  • 

21 

No.  of  water-closets  repaired 

8 

5 

13 

,,  nuisances  abated  from  drains 

and  urinals 

r 

X. 

2 

•  •  . 

3 

,,  privies  converted  into  water- 

closets 

3 

4 

7 

HOMEWORK. 

No.  of  visits  to  outworkers 

46 

75 

84 

205 

91 


Table  VI. 


Unwholesome  Food  Destroyed. 

TUBERCULOUS. 


I'^oviXE  I  Carcase  &  all  organs. 
5  Lungs 
2  Mesenteries 
I  Udder 
I  Viscera 


Pigs  i  Carcase  &  all  organs 
2  Heads 
2  Livers 
4  Visceras 
4  Mesenteries 


OTHER  DISEASES,  UNSOUND,  &c. 

Beef  568  lbs.  weight 

Carcase  of  Calf  (immature) 

Pork  2  Carcases,  217  lbs.  weight 


ORGANS. 


Bovine  6  Livers 


Pigs  i  Lung 
I  Liver 


Sheep 

Fish 


Eggs 

Fruit 


5  Livers 
I  Viscera 

barrels  Herrings 
6^  stone  weight  Bream 
2^  stone  weight  Hake 
4  Boxes  Kippers 
about  1914 
228  lbs  Prunes 
250  lbs  Strawberries 
80  lbs  Black  Currants 


Rabbits  3 

Tinned  Goods — 

10  tins  Salmon 
4  ,,  Sardines 

6  ,,  Tomatoes 

3  ,,  Pineapple 

2  „  Condensed  Milk 

4  ,,  Apricots 


Six  “seizures”  were  made  and  Justices  Ordeis  obtained. 
In  the  other  cases  the  food  stuffs  were  surrendered  voluntarily 
on  inspection. 
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Table  VII. 


Magisterial  Proceedings. 


Act  under  which 
Proceedings  were 
taken. 

Nature  of  Nuisance. 

Date  of 

heal  ing. 

Remarks. 

Houses  let  in  lodgings 
Bye-Laws,  No.  37 

Non-compliance  with 
Bye-Laws  as  regards 
cleansing  of  premises 
Lodginghouse  97 
Lower  Rushall  street 

1913 

May  28th 

Order  made  for  work 
to  be  done  within  7 
days  with  costs 

Houses  let  inlodgings 
Bye-Laws,  Nos.  18 
and  21 

Non-compliance  with 
Bye-Laws  as  regards 
maintaining  water 
closet  and  drains  in 
good  order  and 
efficient  action, 
lodging  house  97 
Lower  Rushall  street 

May  28th 

Work  done,  with¬ 
drawn  on  payment 
of  costs 

Public  Health  Act, 
1875 

Overcrowded  sleepicig 
room 

June  4th 

Order  made  to  vacate 
house  within  seven 
days 

Housing,  Town 
l^lanning,  &c  Act 

Non  -  compliance  with 
notice  of  Closing 
Order  operative 

Aug.  6th 

Ditto 

Public  Health  Act, 
1875 

Not  abating  nuisance 
trom  leaking  water 
closet 

Oct.  22nd 

Summons  withdrawn 
on  payment  ot  costs 
3/6,  work  done  prior 
to  date  of  hearing 

[ 

Particulars  of  Legal  Proceedings  taken  under  the  P'ood  and 
Drugs  Acts  are  to  be  found  in  the  special  report  under  those 
Acts,  pages  104  and  106. 
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Table  VIIL 

Infectious  Diseases* 


Three  hundred  and  twenty-eight  cases  were  notified  under 
the  Infectious  Diseases  (Notification)  Act,  1889.  January 

1st.  1913  to  December  31st.  i9]3. 


No.  1  I 
District.  | 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

TOTAL. 

No.  of  visits  to  infected  houses 

70 

I  I  I 

128 

309 

,,•  housesfumigatedby  Inspectors 

41 

62 

65 

168 

No.  of  persons  supplied  with  brushes  ...  ^444 

,,  ,,  ,,  lime  ...  1872 


In  addition  to  the  above,  119  houses  have  been  disinfected 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  viz.  Alter  Phthisis,  33  in  No.  i 
District,  45  in  No.  2  District,  and  27  in  No.  3  District,  after 
Cancer,  2  in  No.  i  District,  3  in  No.  3  District;  after  Measles, 
4  in  No.  I  District ;  after  Meningitis,  i  in  No.  2  District  ;  after 
Influenza  i  in  No.  i  District ;  after  Gangrene,  i  in  No.  i  District  . 
after  Puerperal  Phlebitis,  i  in  No.  2  District,  and  i  in  No.  3 
District. 

In  May  the  Infants’  Department  of  4  Council  Schools 
were  fumigated  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors,  viz.  : — i  in  No.  i 
District,  and  3  in  No.  3  District. 

On  December  31st  there  were  6  houses  infected  with 
notifiable  disease,  viz. : — in  No.  i  District,  i  with  Scarlet  Fever 
and  I  with  Diphtheria;  in  No.  2  District,  2  with  Scarlet  Fever; 
in  No.  3  District,  2  with  Scarlet  F'ever. 


No.  4 
District. 

No.  2 
District. 

No.  3 
District. 

TOTAL. 

No. of  infected  houses,  Dec.  31st,  1912 

6 

8 

10 

24 

,,  houses  in  which  disease  was 

notified,  1913 

56 

104 

107 

267 

,,  infected  houses,  Dec.  31st,  1913 

2 

2 

2 

6 
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Number  of  Notices  sent  to  Schools  respecting  Infectious 
Diseases  in  houses  from  which  children  attend  School,  January 
1st,  1913  to  December  31st,  i9f3. 


NAME  OF  SCHOOL 

No.  of  Notices 
sent  re 
Infected 
Houses. 

No.  of  Notices 
sent  Houses 
free  from 
Infection. 

Bath  Street  ... 

2 

2 

Blakenall 

I 

I 

Bridge 

9 

9 

Butts 

2 

2 

Caldmore 

2 

2 

Chuckery 

4 

4 

Centenary 

4 

3 

Croft  Street  . 

3 

3 

Elmore  Green 

14 

13 

Field  Street  ... 

9 

9 

Hillary  Street 

13 

13 

Leamore 

15 

12 

National  (Hloxwich) 

4 

3 

North  Walsall 

5 

5 

Palfrey 

1 1 

1 1 

St.  Andrew’s 

I 

I 

St.  John’s,  Fleck  .  ... 

2 

2 

St.  Matthew’s 

4 

4 

St.  Patrick’s  Roman  Catholic 

I 

I 

St.  Peter’s  Roman  Catholic  (Hlox¬ 
wich) 

6 

6 

Tantarra  Street 

6 

6 

Wesley  (Ablewell  Street) 

5 

5 

Whitehall 

3 

3 

Whitehouse  Street 

4 

4 

Wisemore  ... 

4 

4 

Wolverhampton  Road  ... 

18 

>7 

Others 

7 

6 

Total 

>— 1 

Notices  to  Sunday  Schools  of  Infected  Houses  ..  99 

,,  Medical  Inspector  of  Schools  ...  129 


536 
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Streets  and  Places.in  the  Borough  where  Infectious  Diseases 
have  been  reported  and  visited  by  the  Inspectors  during  the  year 
1913,  alphabetically  arranged  in  the  different  Wards  of  the 
Borough. 


Bloxwich  Ward. 


STREETS. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  ot 
Diphtheria,  including 
Membranous  Croup. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Erysipelas. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum. 

No.  of  cases  of  Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Alfred  Street 

I 

I 

Bell  Lane 

3 

I 

I 

Broad  Lane 

I 

Church  Street 

3 

2 

Clarendon  Street 

I 

Elmore  Green  Road 

5 

I 

I 

Elmore  Row 

I 

Eield  Street 

3 

I 

Grant  Street 

2 

Harrison  Street 

2 

I 

High  Street 

2 

Lichfield  Road 

4 

I 

Little  Bloxwich 

2 

I 

New  Street 

3 

Old  Fish  ley 

I 

Park  Road 

I 

Parkside 

I 

Pinfold 

I 

Sandbank 

2 

Sneyd  Lane 

2 

I 

Station  Street 

I 

The  Flats 

I 

Wallington  Heath  ... 

I 

g6 


Leamore  Ward. 


1 

STREETS. 

"No.  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  ir.cluding 
Membranous  Croup, 

No.  of  cases  of 
Enteric  Fnver, 

No.  ot  cases  of 

Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

No.  of  cases  of  Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Cerebro  .Spinal  Fever. 

Bentley  Lane 

T 

Blakenall  Heath 

I 

I 

I3lakenall  Lane 

3 

Bloxwich  Road 

5 

I 

Booth  Street 

I 

Carl  Street 

I 

Cope  Street 

I 

Essex  Street 

I 

Gladstone  Street 

I 

Goscote 

I 

Green  Lane 

I 

' 

Green  Lane  Upper... 

I 

J 

j 

I 

Harden 

I 

Harden  Lane 

I 

High  Street 

4 

I 

Hospital  Street 

4 

Miner  street 

2 

I 

Northcote  Street 

I 

Old  Lane 

I 

Pinfold 

I 

Providence  Street  .. 

I 

Reeves  Street 

3 

West  Street 

2 
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Birchills  Ward. 
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Adams  Street 

I 

• 

Hentley  Lane 
Hirchills  Street 

2 

I 

l^lue  Lane 

Cairns  Street 

3 

I 

Edward  Street 
Farringdon  Street  ... 

I 

I 

I 

Green  Lane 

Hospital  Street 

I 

2 

Long  Acre 

I 

I 

Mary  Street 

I 

Neale  Street 

2 

Newland  Street 
Pargeter  Street 
Raleigh  Street 

2 

2 

I 

I 

Regent  Street 

I 

I 

I 

Rowland  Street 

I 

Rupert  Street 

Shaw  Street 

I 

I 

Shortacre 

Stafford  Street 

I 

2 

Wolverhampton  Rd. 
Wolverhampton  St... 

2 

I 

I 

Hatherton  Ward. 


STREETS. 

No.  ot  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  including 
Membranous  Croup. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Enteric  Tever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Erysipelas. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

No.  of  cases  oi  Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

- - - -  I 

No.  of  cases  ot 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Ann  Street 

( 

I 

Borneo  Street 

I 

Butts  Street 

I 

Chapel  Street 

I 

Garden  Street 

1 

I 

Lichfield  Road 

I 

Marlow  Street 

2 

Mill  Lane 

I 

Mill  Street 

2 

North  Street 

I 

i 

1 

Portland  Street 

3 

I 

1 

! 

Teddesley  Street 

I 

Warwick  Street 

I 

; 

William  Street 

I 

j 

J 

Paddock  Ward 


STREETS 

No.  oi  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria  including 
Membranous  Croup. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Enteric  Fever. 

- - — - - — - - 

No  of  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  ot 
Eiysipelas. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

No.  of  cases  ot  Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

No.  of  cases  ol 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Ablewell  Street 

I 

Hank  Street 

I 

Ball  Street 

3 

I 

Bott  Lane 

I 

T 

Burleigh  Street 

I 

Florence  Street 

I 

Forster  Street,  Lower 

2 

Paddock  Lane 

3 

I 

Persehouse  Street  ... 

2 

Rowley  Street 

6 

I 

Rushall  Street,  Lower 

I 

Tantarra  Street 

4 

2 

Walhouse  Street, 

Lower 

1 

Walhouse  Street, 

Upper 

2 

Walsingham  Street 

I 
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Bridge  Ward. 


STREETS. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  including 
Membranous  Croup. 

No.  of  cases  c  f 
Enteric  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Erysipelas. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Ophthalmia 
Neonatorum. 

No.  of  cases  of  Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Barleyfield  Row 

I 

Bradford  Street 

2 

George  Street 

I 

I 

Hart  Street 

I 

High  Street 

I 

Park  Street 

I 

St.  Paul’s  Street 

I 

Vicarage  Street 

I 

Wednesbury  Road  ... 

I 

Wisemore 

I 

Walsall  &  District 

Hospital 

3 

"^Belonging  to  an  adjoining  District. 
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Pleck  Ward. 


STREETS 

No.  of  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Diphtheria,  including 
Membranous  Croup. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  ot  cases  of 

Erysipelas. 

— 

No.  of  cases  of 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

No.  of  cases  ot  Acute 

Poliomyelitis, 

No.  of  cases  of 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

Bridgeman  Street  ... 

1 

t 

Darlaston  Road 

I 

Dora  Street 

3 

I 

I 

Ford  Street 

I 

2 

Forrester  Street 

1 

I 

Frederick  Street 

I 

I 

Henry  Street 

1 

Hillary  Street 

I 

Kingsley  Street 

2 

Long  Street 

2 

I 

Moat  Road 

I 

Navigation  Street  ... 

I 

Pleck  Road 

2 

3 

Prince  Street 

I 

I 

I 

Queen  Street 

1 

I 

Rollingmill  Street  ... 

2 

Scarborough  Road  ... 

I 

1 

Slaney  Road 

I 

Vicarage  Row 

I 

Wallows  Lane 

I 

Wednesbury  Road  ... 

I 

I 

Wellington  Street  ... 

I 

Wolverhampton  St  . 

I 

I 

Wolverhampton  Rd. 

I 

Walsall  Workhouse 

I 
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Caldmore  Ward. 


STREETS. 

No.  ot  cases  of 
Scarlet  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Diphtlieria,  including 
Membranous  Croup. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 
Puerperal  Fever. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Erysipelas. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Ophthalmia 

Neonatorum. 

No.  of  cases  of  Acute 

Poliomyelitis. 

No.  of  cases  of 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

ISelvidere  Road 

I 

Bescot  Street 

I 

I 

Birmingham  Road  .. 

I 

Cobden  Street 

I 

Countess  Street 

I 

Dale  Street 

4 

Haskell  Street 

I 

Highgate  Road 

I 

Lord  Street 

2 

T 

A 

Milton  Street 

4 

I 

Mount  Street 

I 

Oxford  Street 

2 

Queen  Street 

I 

Rutter  Street 

2 

Sandwell  Street 

I 

■  I 

Spout  Lane 

I 

Victor  Street 

3 

I 

Vincent  Street 

I 

Wallows  Lane 

2 

Windsor  Street 

I 

I 

Windmill  Street 

I 

Whitehall  Road  ... 

2 

2 
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Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 


Report  showing  number  and  result  of  analysis  of  samples 
and  proceedings  taken,  during  the  year  ended  December  31st, 

1913 


Description  of  article  analysed 

Total 
number  of 
samples 

Number 
certified  as 
genuine 

Number 
certified  as 
adulterated 

Milk... 

65 

56 

9 

Preserved  Cream 

7 

7 

— 

Cream 

3 

3 

Iffitter  .  ... 

57 

52 

5 

Cheese 

.  13 

13 

— 

Lard 

II 

1 1 

— 

Margarine 

5 

5 

— 

Coffee 

4 

4 

— - 

Self  Raising  Flour 

2 

2 

— 

Whiskey 

I 

I 

— 

Camphorated  Oil 

6 

6 

— 

Total 

174 

157 

J7 

There  is  a  decrease  in  the  number  of  samples  as  compared 
with  igi2,  when  193  were  analysed,  due  to  disorganization  of 
routine  work  in  the  last  quarter  of  the  year  owing  to  changes  in 
the  office  staff. 


Number  of  Formal  Samples  ....  65 

Number  of  Informal  Samples  ...  109 

Number  of  “  Appeal  to  Cow  ”  Samples  ...  8 


Total  182 
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Administrative  Action  in  regard  to 
Samples  reported  against. 


LEGAL  PROCEEDINGS  INSTITUTED  UNDER  THE  SALE  OF 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS. 


Name  of 
Article 

Identification 
Number  given 
to  sample,  and 
date  of 
purchase. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Date 

of 

hearing 

Amount 

of 

Fine. 

Amount 

of 

costs. 

Milk 

1913 

No.  30 

Jan.  29th. 

Contained  21  per  cent 
added  water 

1913 

Feb. 

26tli 

£1 

17/6 

Do. 

No.  33 

Jan.  29th 

Contained  8  per  cent 
added  water 

do. 

10/- 

17/6 

Do. 

No.  34 

Jan.  29tli 

Contained  16  per  cent 
added  water 

do. 

£2 

17/6 

Do. 

No.  46 

Feb.  25tli 

21  per  cent,  deficient  in 
cream 

Mar. 

28th 

— 

17/6 

Butter  ... 

No.  75 
April  4th 

Was  Margarine  contain¬ 
ing  9  per  cent  butter 
tat  ...  ... 

April 

29th 

£5 

£1  ls6d 

Milk 

No.  109 
May  28th 

12  per  cent,  deficient  in 
cream 

July 

9th 

— 

18/6 

Do. 

No.  161 

Dec.  2nd 

Contained  8  per  cent, 
added  water 

Dec. 

31st 

£1 

18/6 
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LIST  OF  ADULTERATED  SAMPLES  FOR  WHICH  LEGAL 
PROCEEDINGS  WERE  NOT  INSTITUTED. 


Name 

of 

Article’ 

Identification 
number  giver 
to  sample 
and  date  of 
purchase. 

Result  of  Analysis. 

Course 

adopted. 

Remarks. 

Milk 

No.  45 
Feb.  5th 
1913 

(Formal) 

5%  deficient  in 
cream 

Vendor 
cautioned  by 
letter  " 

Butter  ... 

No.  7 
Dec.  24th 

1912 

submitted 
Jan.  1st, 

1913 

(Informal) 

18%  Margarine 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

Do. 

1913 
No.  10 
Jan.  8th 
(Informal) 

1  28%  Margarine 

— 

^  See  legal  proeedings, 

^  Sample  No.  75 

Do. 

No.  60 
Mar.  22nd 
(Informal) 

Margarine  contain¬ 
ing  9%  butter  fat 

— 

1 

Do. 

No.  61 
Mar.  29th 
(Informal) 

Margarine  contain- 
ing  17%  butter  fat 

— ■ 

J 

Milk 

Do. 

No.  Ill 
June  20th 

No.  113 
June  26th 
(Formal) 

14%  deficient  in 
cream 

4%  deficient  in 
cream 

“Appeal  to 
Cow  ”  made 

Samples  taken  in  course 
of  delivery  from  a  farmer 
outside  the  Borough,  see 
>•“  Appeal  to  Cow”  samples. 
Farmer  cautioned  and 
advised  by  letter,  Aug, 
6th,  1913. 

Do. 

No.  115 
July  15th 
(Informal) 

4%  deficient  in 
cream 

— 

Obtained  at  time  of 
milking. 

Cream  .. 

No.  149 
•Sept.  10th 
Informal) 

Was.  preserved 
cream  containing 

0  40%  of  Boric  Acid 

Vendor 
cautioned  by 
Inspector 

Do 

Do. 

No.  156 
Dec.  2nd 
informal) 

No.  166 
Dec.  2nd 
Informal) 

Do.  0  22%  Boric 
Acid 

Do.  0-27%  Boric 
Acid 

Vendor  asked 
to  furnish  an 
explanation 
in  writing 

Do.  do. 

To  be  further  considered 
)>  by  the  Health  Committee 
on  January  19th,  1914. 

* 

io6 

Offences  other  than  Adulteration. 


Proceedings  under  Margarine  Act,  1887. 

Butter  Sample  No.  75,  purchased  April  4th,  1913, 
certified  by  the  Analyst  as  Margarine. 

In  addition  to  proceedings  for  selling  Margarine  as 
Butter,  proceedings  were  instituted  for  selling  Margarine 
by  retail  and  delivering  to  the  purchaser  in  an  unmarked 
wrapper,  the  defendant  was  fined  and  costs  £1  16. 

Unlabelled  Margarine. 

Seven  Shop-keepers  were  advised  and  cautioned  as  to 
the  exposure  for  sale  by  retail  of  unlabelled  Margarine* 
On  further  visits  being  made,  it  was  found  that  the  require¬ 
ments  of  the  Acts  as  to  labelling  and  the  use  of  marked 
wrappers,  were  being  complied  with. 


“APPEAL  TO  COW”  SAMPLES.” 

The  Farmer  from  whom  samples  of  milk  Nos,  in  and  113 
were  obtained,  when  written  to  for  an  explanation,  stated  that 
the  milk  was  delivered  as  produced  at  his  farm  and  suggested 
that  samples  be  taken  at  time  of  milking. 

It  was  found  that  morning  milking  commenced  about  6  and 
was  completed  by  8  a.m.,  the  evening  milking  commenced  about 
2-30  and  was  completed  by  4  p.m. 

Samples  were  taken  from  the  mixed  mornings  milk  of  23 
cows  divided  into  three  churns  respectively  containing  12,  12 
and  18  gallons,  the  amount  of  fat  being  2*88  per  cent.,  3.21  per 
cent,  and  3  5  per  cent.  Evening  milk  the  same  day  was  divided 
into  two  churns  containing  respectively  ii  and  13  gallons,  the 
fat  equalled  4*3  per  cent,  and  4*35  per  cent. 
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A  suggestion  was  made  that  the  periods  elapsing  between 
milking  times  should  be  of  more  equal  duration,  further  samples 
were  obtained  after  i6  days  interval,  the  morning’s  yield  being 
tested,  each  shed  was  separately  taken,  the  result  being  :  — 

(1)  Scows  ...  14^  gallons  milk,  fat=4. 15  per  cent. 

(2)  S  ,,  ...  13"^^  >>  )5  >>  ^^3  55  >> 

(3)  7  -  •••  ^2  ,,  ,,  ,,  =4-20 

The  results  were  communicated  to  the  tarmer,  since  when 
samples  have  been  obtained  in  course  of  delivery  and  found  to 
be  satisfactory. 

PRESERVATIVES. 

Preservatives  have  not  been  reported  m  any  article  except 
cream, 


INFORMAL  OR  TEST  SAMPLES. 

109  samples  were  obtained  informally;  of  these,  6  were 
adulterated,  viz.: — 3  of  Butter  and  3  of  Cream. 

All  samples  were  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst. 


COMPOSITION  OF  MILK  SAMPLES. 

The  average  amount  of  fat  was  3'52  per  cent,  per  sample. 
This  is  an  increase  in  average  milk  fat  compared  with  3*40  per 
cent,  in  1912,  but  is  a  little  below  the  average  for  1911,  which 
^3.s  3‘59  per  cent. 

The  average  of  3*52  per  cent,  of  fat  affords  proof  that  the 
standard  of  3  per  cent,  is  not  unfair  to  the  producer,  in  some 
respects  it  may  be  regarded  as  not  beneficial  to  the  purchaser. 
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TABLE  SHOWING  COMPARISON  BETWEEN  MILK  SAMPLES 


IN  1910,  1911,  1912  AND  1913. 


1910 

1911 

1912 

1913 

Amount  of  Fat. 

No.  of 

Per- 

No.  of 

Per- 

No.  of 

Per- 

No.  of 

Per- 

samples 

centage 

samples 

centage 

samples 

centage 

samples 

centage 

Under  2‘5  per  cent 

2 

3 

2 

22 

1 

1  55 

2  5  and  under  3  „ 

12 

137 

8 

90 

13 

136 

6 

923 

30  „  35  . 

35 

40  2 

30 

33-6 

37 

38  9 

12 

1846 

3’5  ,,  4  ,, 

21 

24-1 

30 

33  6 

32 

33-6 

37 

58-92 

4'0  per  cent  and  upwards 

17 

19-5 

19 

21  3 

13 

136 

9 

1384 

Totals 

87 

89 

95 

65 

During  the  year  107  per  cent,  of  the  samples  showed  less 
than  3  per  cent  of  fat,  18*4  per  cent,  had  3  and  under  3  5  per 
cent,  of  fat,  and  707  per  cent,  contained  upwards  of  3*5  per  cent, 
of  fat. 

In  1912,  the  percentage  of  samples  in  the  same  order  was 
13*6,  38*9  and  47'3  per  cent,,  in  191 1,  1 1  *2,  33‘6  and  55  per  cent. , 
in  1910,  16,  40  2  and  43 '6  per  cent. 

Public  Health  (Milk  and  Cream)  Regulations 

1912. 

The  samples  of  Cream,  10  in  number,  were  informally  sub¬ 
mitted  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Each  sample  was  sent  to  the  Analyst  in  the  original  package 
or  receptacle.  In  7  cases  the  receptacle  was  labelled  “  Preserved 
Cream  containing  l^oric  Acid  not  exceeding  o'5  per  cent  ”  the 
analyst  certified  that  the  I'oric  Acid  ranged  from  0-17  per  cent, 
to  0  41  per  cent.,  and  the  fat  varied  in  the  samples  from  4136  per 
cent,  to  543  per  cent. 

In  three  cases  the  receptacle  was  not  labelled  and  Boric  Acid 
to  the  extent  of  030,  o  22  and  0*27  per  cent,  was  certified  ;  one 
vendor  was  cautioned,  the  other  two  cases  have  to  be  further 
considered  by  the  Health  Committee. 

ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 

Inspector  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts. 

Health  Department, 

Council  House,  WALSALL. 

Jan.  1st,  1914. 


log 


Canal  Boats  Acts. 

Copy  of  Report  made  to  the  Local  Government  Board, 

January  ist,  1914. 

Report  of  the  Inspector  appointed  under  the  Canal  Boats 
Acts,  1877  and  1884,  for  the  year  ended  December  31st,  1913. 

'I'he  Inspector  visits  the  Canal  several  times  weekly  in 
diffeient  parts  of  the  Borough. 

Name  of  Inspector  : — Arthok  Thomas  Hubble. 

Address:  —  Health  Department,  Council  House,  Walsall. 


BOATS. 


Number  of  Boats  inspected...  ...  ...  ..  65 

Number  of  Boats  conforming  with  Acts  and  Regulations  ...  56 

Number  of  Boats  with  one  or  more  infringements  ...  9 

OCCUPANTS. 

Number  of  men  on  Boats  inspected  .  .  ...  ...  97 

Number  ot  women  on  Boats  inspected  ...  ...  39 

Number  of  children  on  Boats  inspected  under  5  years  of  age  25 

Number  of  children  on  Boats  inspected,  girls  over  5  and 

under  12,  boys  over  5  and  under  14  years  ...  ...  32 


The  total  registered  accommodation  on  the  65  Boats  was 
for  219^  adult  persons,  and  the  total  number  occupying  equalled 
164^  adults. 

There  is  no  decrease  in  the  number  of  women  and  children 
living  on  Canal  Boats,  as  compared  with  the  numbers  met  with 
in  previous  years, 

16  Boats  had  fore-cabins,  6  of  which  were  used  as  sleeping 
places, 


no 


The  followings  table  gives  the  ages  of  the  57  children 
reported  as  living  on  the  Boats  inspected : 


Boys. 

Gi  rls. 

Total. 

Under  i  year 

2 

3 

5 

I 

and  under  2  years 

4 

1 

5 

2 

5  »  3  >  ' 

4 

I 

5 

3 

ft  4  ’ » 

I 

2 

3 

4 

,,  5 

3 

4 

7 

5 

f  f  b  » > 

•  *  * 

3 

2 

5 

6 

f }  1  tf 

I 

— 

I 

7 

Q 

2 

4 

6 

8 

ft  9  » > 

I 

2 

3 

9 

,,  10  ,, 

5  ■ 

I 

6 

10 

4 

— 

4 

II 

,,  12  ,, 

3 

2 

5 

12 

ft  ^3  f  f 

I 

— 

I 

13 

f  f  ^4  f  f 

I 

— 

I 

Totals 

35 

22 

57 

The  condition  of  the  Boats  examined  may  be  classified  as 
follows: — ^47  good,  16  fair,  and  2  unsatisfactory. 


The  sanitary  state  of  57  of  the  Boats  examined  was  quite 
satisfactory,  and  the  cabins  and  their  appurtenances  cleanly,  8 
boats  needed  repairs  and  painting. 


The  occupants  all  appeared  to  be  in  good  health. 


In  two  cases  there  were  leakages,  causing  dampness,  due  to 
defects  in  caulking,  following  collision  or  strains,  and  on  8  Boats 
the  paint  in  interiors  of  cabins  was  not  satisfactory. 


Ill 


NATURE  OF  INFRINGEMENTS. 


Marking 

Painting 

Dilapidations 


1 

8 

3 


Total  12 


Infringements  remedied 
Number  still  corresponding  about 
Number  of  legal  proceedings 


10 

2 

0 


Remedial  measures  for  contraventions  have  been  obtained 
by  issuing  “blue  notice”  forms. 

No  case  of  Infectious  Disease  has  been  found  on  the  boats. 

Mr.  Owen  J.  Llewellyn,  H.M.  Chief  Inspector  under  the 
Canal  Boats  Acts,  examined  the  Register  of  Inspections  and 
Complaint  Book  on  April  2nd,  1913T  and  made  an  enquiry  and 
suggestions  as  to  the  administration  of  the  Canal  Boats  Acts  In 
this  Borough. 


ARTHUR  T.  HUBBLE, 


Inspector  un‘der  the  Canal  Boats  Acts, 
and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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1914. 


Zo  tbe  Malsall  IRural  District  Councii. 


Gen  I'LEMEN, 

I  have  the  honour  to  present  my  Seventeenth  Annual 
Report  of  the  Health  and  Sanitary  Condition  of  the  Walsall 
Rural  District  for  the  year  ending  December  31st,  1913. 

The  District  consists  of  live  parishes,  viz. : — Pelsall, 

Rushall,  Aldridge,  Great  Barr,  and  Bentley.  Great  Barr  is 
a  large  and  scattered  parish  and  is  entirely  agricultural  in 
character,  with  the  exception  of  a  recently  made  residential 
portion  at  the  Streetly  end.  Aldridge  is  also  largely  agri¬ 
cultural,  but  there  is  a  large  coal  mine,  and  also  a  number 
of  brickyards  in  the  Stubbers  Green  portion  of  it.  Pelsall 
and  Rushall  are  inhabited  chiefly  by  miners  who  work  in 
mines  in  the  Cannock  Rural  District,  Brownhills  Urban 
District,  and  also  at  the  colliery  above  referred  to  at 
Aldridge.  The  parish  of  Bentley,  which  is  separated  from 
the  rest  of  the  District  by  the  County  Borough  of  Walsall, 
is  very  thinly  populated,  and  consists  largely  of  pit  mounds 
due  to  mines  which  are  now  worked  out.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  two  or  three  small  collieries  which  are  being 
worked. 

It  is  estimated  that  the  Population  of  the  District  up  ^ 

^  i  Population 

to  the  middle  of  1913  is  11,159.  To  this  number,  however, 

27  ought  to  be  added  to  the  population  of  Great  Barr,  due 
to  the  increase  in  the  number  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  Poor 
Law  Institution  there.  I  estimate  also  that  the  population 
of  Rushall  has  increased  by  60,  due  to  the  fact  that  15  villa 
residences  have  been  erected  and  occupied  on  the  Walsall 
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Births. 


Deaths 


Road.  My  estimate,  therefore,  of  the  proper  population  is 
1 1,246. 

The  number  of  houses  occupied  and  void  in  the  District 
is  as  follows  : — 


Occupied. 

Void. 

Rushall 

578 

15 

Pelsall 

767 

14 

Aldridge 

596 

13 

Great  Barr 

372 

8 

Bentley 

74 

3 

From  the  above  table  it  will  be  noted  that  there  are  very 
few  void  houses  at  the  present  time. 

The  births  registered  in  the  District  were  349 ;  in 
addition  two  children  were  born  outside  the  district.  These 
351  births  gave  a  birth-rate  of  3r2i.  Last  year  the  rate 
was  28' 16.  ddiis  year’s  rate  is  the  highest  recorded  since 
1909,  and  compares  very  favourably  with  the  average  birth¬ 
rate  for  Rural  Districts  in  Staffordshire  last  year,  which 
was  23‘2. 

lliere  were  registered  as  occurring  in  the  District  127 
deaths,  of  which  number  75  were  males  and  52  females. 
In  addition,  10  males  and  10  females  who  belonged  to  the 
District  died  in  Institutions  and  other  places  outside  it. 
On  the  other  hand,  6  males  and  i  female  died  in  this 
District  whose  usual  places  ot  residence  was  elsewhere. 
Therefore  the  -oxact  number  of  persons  belonging  to  the 
District  who  died  during  1913  was  140,  of  which  number 
79  were  males  and  61  females.  The  death-rate  from  all 
causes  and  at  all  ages  was  I2’44.  Last  year  the  rate  was 

I4’2  I. 

This  death-rate  I  regard  as  eminently  satisfactory, 
considering  the  class  of  people  who  mainly  comprise  the 
population,  and  also  that  in  a  number  of  parts  the  District 
is  urban  in  character. 
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Last  year  the  average  deatli-rate  for  Rural  Districts  in 
Staffordshire  ^^'as  I2'8,  and  throughout  England  and  Wales, 

I3-3- 

d'here  were  37  deaths  of  infants  under  12  months  old, 
including  the  death  of  one  child  outside  the  District  who 
belonged  to  it.  Last  year  the  number  was  33.  The 
Infantile  Mortality  as  measured  by  the  proportion  of  the 
number  of  deaths  registered  at  ages  under  i  year  to  1,000 
births  was  I05‘4. 

The  rate  this  year  may  be  considered  about  the  average 
for  this  District. 

A  pleasing  feature  in  this  year’s  Report  is  that  only  6 
deaths  were  due  to  Zymotic  Disease,  viz.  : — 2  to  Measles 
at  Aldridge,  3  to  Diarrhoea  at  Rushall,  and  i  to  Diphtheria 
at  Rushall. 

The  Zymotic  death-rate  this  year  is  '53  per  thousand, 
as  compared  with  I'O/  last  year. 

There  was  an  epidemic  of  Measles  affecting  young 
children  at  Aldridge  during  the  months  of  April  and  May. 

On  visiting  the  schools  there  I  found  that  the  attendance 
of  the  older  children  was  not  diminished,  but  that  a  consider¬ 
able  number  of  the  children  in  the  Infant  DcpartmentAvere 
away  due  to  this  disease.  I  did  not  think  it  necessarx’, 
however,  to  advise  the  closing  of  this  school,  as  the  great 
majority  of  those  attending  were  more  or  less  protected  by 
a  previous  attack.  The  disease  proved  fatal  in  two  cases 
during  May. 

Fifteen  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified,  9  of  which 
were  at  Aldridge.  The  first  3  of  the  Aldridge  cases  were 
notified  in  October,  and  were  all  children  living  at  the 
R.A.O.B.  Orphanage.  I  repeatedly  visited  the  premises, 
and  could  find  no  sanitary  defects  with  the  exception  of  a 
covered-in  urinal  which  was  used  by  the  boys.  This  place 


Infantile  1  )eath 
Rate. 


Zymotic  Death 
Rate. 


Measles 


Diphtliei  ia. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 


Enteric  Fever. 


Diarrhoea. 


I  sola!  ion 
Hospital. 


was  very  smelling,  due  to  the  fact  that  there  was  no 
arrangement  for  cleansing  with  water.  Pipes  have  since 
been  provided,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  no  automatic 
flushing  tank  has  been  fixed,  as  I  requested.  These  cases 
were  the  beginning  of  a  slight  epidemic  at  the  commence¬ 
ment  of  the  present  year,  to  which  I  shall  refer  at  greater 
length  in  my  next  Annual  Report. 

Fortunately  the  whole  of  the  cases  were  mild  in 
character,  with  the  exception  of  one  fatal  case  at  Rushall. 

Twelve  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during 
the  year,  lo  of  which  were  from  Great  Barr.  Eight  of  the 
latter  cases  were  notified  from  the  Red  House  Convalescent 
Home,  to  which  place  Birmingham  children  are  sent  to 
recruit  by  a  Charitable  Organization.  There  is  no  doubt 
that  the  infection  came  with  one  or  more  of  the  children,  as 
scarlet  fever  was  very  prevalent  at  the  time  in  Birmingham, 
As  soon  as  the  disease  manifested  itself  the  patients  were 
at  once  removed  to  the  Birmingham  Isolation  Hospital. 
The  other  children  were  sent  back  to  their  homes,  and  the 
Home  was  closed  for  a  time,  during  which  it  was  thoroughly 
disinfected. 

Not  a  single  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified  during 
the  year. 

Only  3  deaths  were  attributed  to  Diarrhoea.  This  fact 
is  most  pleasing,  because  it  follows  last  year’s  record  of  onl}^ 
I  death,  which  is  most  satisfactory  for  a  District  such  as  this, 
which  is  mainly  inhabited  by  the  artizan  class. 

There  is  no  Hospital  in  the  District  for  the  treatment 
of  Infectious  Disease,  but  I  am  pleased  to  be  able  to  report 
that  a  meeting  will  shortly  take  place  between  representa¬ 
tives  from  this  Council,  and  from  the  Brownhills  Urban 
District  Council,  with  a  view  to  formulating  a  scheme  which 
will  be  able  to  serve  both  Districts  in  this  matter. 
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One  case  of  Poliomyelitis  was  notified  from  Aldridge  Poliomyelitis, 
last  September.  The  case  was  mild  in  character,  the  child 
havdng  recovered  without  any  permanent  paralvsis.  I  may 
add  that  in  a  recent  conversation  which  I  had  with  the 
Medical  Practitioner  who  notified  the  case,  the  latter  stated 
that  in  view  of  the  subsequent  course  he  then  had  a  doubt 
as  to  the  correctness  of  the  diagnosis. 

Under  Form  A  of  the  'Fuberculosis  Order  of  1912,  15  Phthisis, 
cases  of  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  were  notified,  and  1 1  cases 
affecting  other  parts  of  the  body.  Form  A  applies  to  cases 
which  hav^e  not  been  previously  notified.  Under  Form  B, 
which  applies  to  primary  notifications  by  a  Medical  Inspector 
of  school  children,  I  received  i  notification. 

In  December  13  men  suffering  from  Pulmonary 
Tuberculosis  were  sent  to  a  recently  provided  Sanitorium 
at  the  Great  Barr  Poor  Law  Institution  from  the  West 
Bromwich  and  Walsall  Workhouses. 

I  have  continued  the  practice  of  personally  visiting  the 
houses  of  all  cases  of  Tuberculosis  notified,  and  give  full 
instructions  with  a  view  to  preventing  other  members  of 
the  household  from  being  attacked.  A  leaflet  giving  full 
particulars  is  left  at  the  house,  and  a  pocket  sputum  cup 
provided  in  cases  where  there  is  necessity. 

The  Scavenging  at  Rushall,  Pelsall,  and  Aldridge  has  Scavenging 
been  done  fairly  well.  The  Contractors  required  frequent 
reminders  that  the  work  was  getting  in  arrear. 

The  following  number  of  houses  were  supplied  with  water  Suppi3% 
South  Staffordshire  water  during  the  year,  viz.  ; — -Aldridge, 

4;  Rushall,  17,  and  i  farm:  Great  Barr,  5,  together  with 
Great  Barr  Poor  Law  Institution  and  Streetly  Schools  ; 

Pelsall,  I.  Four  samples  of  water  were  taken  for  analysis 
from  Great  Barr,  and  in  every  case  it  was  pronounced  unfit 
for  drinking  purposes. 
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The  great  majority  of  the  houses  in  the  District  are 
supplied  with  water  from  the  mains,  and  only  a  few  houses 
in  the  scattered  parts  of  the  parishes  of  Great  Barr  and 
Bentley  derive  their  supply  from  wells. 

Sanitary  Work.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that  further  progress  has  been 
made  in  the  replacing  of  insanitary  and  offensive  privy 
closets  with  water  closets.  The  Council  set  aside  a  day 
once  a  year  for  the  inspection  of  the  District,  when  I 
accompany  them,  and  I  have  taken  the  opportunity  of  calling 
their  personal  attention  to  some  of  the  more  glaring  effects 
in  this  respect.  1  must  congratulate  them  on  the  interest 
they  have  taken,  and  on  (.heir  desire  to  back  up  my  efforts 
to  still  further  increase  this  very  desirable  change. 

During  the  last  year  in  Rushall,  Pelsall,  and  Aldridge, 
29  privy  closets,  supplying  39  houses,  were  converted  into 
water  closets. 

I  must  also  congratulate  the  Council  on  their  desire  to 
substitute  galvanized  iron  bins  for  the  large  open  ashpits. 
They  are  much  more  sanitary,  and  are  easier  for  the  refuse 
disposal  Contractor  to  deal  with.  I  regard  large  open  ash¬ 
pits  as  a  menace  to  the  health  of  a  district,  as  they  are  used 
as  receptacles  for  animal  and  vegetable  rubbish.  In  the 
Summer  time  they  swarm  with  flies,  numbers  of  which  after¬ 
wards  get  into  the  adjoining  houses  and  contaminate  the 
food  and  milk. 

Housing  and  The  work  under  this  Act  has  been  systematically 

Town  I’ianiing  .  iriio* 

Act.  carried  out  both  by  myself  and  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  who 

calls  my  attention  to  any  houses  where  he  finds  grave 
sanitarv  defects  existiiio-.  After  visiting  them  I  bring  them 
to  the  notice  of  the  Council  at  each  monthl)^  meeting. 

I. — Houses  inspected  in  the  District: — Rushall,  170; 
Pelsall,  142;  Aldridge,  142;  Great  Barr,  47:  Bentley,  10  ; 
total,  513. 
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2.  — Houses  fit  for  human  habitation  in  present  con¬ 
dition  : — Rushall,  94  ;  Pelsall,  loi  ;  Aldridge,  i  10  ;  Great 
Barr,  39  ;  Bentley,  o;  total,  344. 

3.  — Houses  having  defects,  for  which  notices  were 
served: — Rushall,,  67;  Pelsall,  41;  Aldridge,  34;  Great 
Barr,  8;  Bentley,  lO;  total,  160. 

Action  taken  under  Section  17  was  as  follows: — 
Number  of  houses  inspected,  513;  number  of  houses 
inspected,  considered  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health 
as  to  be  unfit  for  human  habitation,  o;  representations  with 
a  view  to  making  closing  orders,  o  ;  closing  orders  made,  O; 
houses  in  which  defects  were  remedied  without  making 
closing  orders,  9;  houses  which  after  making  closing  orders 
were  put  into  a  fit  state  for  human  habitation,  o. 

The  work  places,  including  the  bakehouses  and  dress¬ 
makers’  workshops,  have  been  regularly  visited  during  the 
vear.  As  far  as  I  can  ascertian  there  are  still  no  persons 
in  the  District  doing  out  work  in  their  homes. 

For  the  seventeenth  successive  year  I  have  to  thank 
vou  for  the  courtesv  and  consideration  which  you  have 
continued  to  extend  to  me,  and  I  am  indebted  to  the  willing 
hel[j  of  Mr.  Jackson,  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  in  bringing 
facts  to  my  notice  which  require  attention. 

I  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

GEORGE  MARTIN  FOX- 


Workshops. 


April  2pth,  igip. 


Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during^  1921  and  previous  Years. 
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TABLE  H. 

Cases  of  INFECTIOUS  DISEASE  notified  during  the  year  1913. 
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TABLE  III. 


Causes  of,  and  Ages  at,  Death  during  1913. 


Nett  Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  ;  ^  ^ 

OF  “KESIDEN'IS”  WHETHER  OCCU  l<  K  I  NG  ^ 

WITHIN  OR  WITHOUT  I  HE  DISTRICT.  ^  i! -S 


Causes  of  Dicath. 

All  Ages. 

Under  i  year. 

I  and 
under  2. 

2  and  under  5. 

nd  -I 
C  ^ 
rt  Qj 

"O  Cl 

^  C 

>-0"C  ■ 
(N  C 

45 

under  65. 

65  and 

upwards. 

Total  Deaths 

residents  or  nc 

in  Institutio 

Distri 

All  causes — 

Certified 

All 

the 

deat 

hs  w 

ere  c 

ertifi 

ed. 

Uncertified 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Small-pox 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

o> 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  ... 

2 

O 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlel  fever 

O 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0. 

0 

0 

Whooping-cough... 

O 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Diphtheria  and  Croup 

I 

o 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 , 

0 

0 

Influenza 

o 

O 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas  ... 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Phthisis,  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

6 

o 

0 

0 

0 

2 

4 

c 

0 

0 

Tuberculous  Meningitis  .., 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases 

2 

o 

I 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

Cancer,  malignant  Disease 

lO 

1 

0 

0 

I 

0 

2 

2  . 

4 

0 

Rheumatic  Fever  ... 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningitis  ... 

0 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

Organic  Heart  Disease 

1 1 

o 

0 

0 

I 

I 

■» 

2 

4 

0 

Bronchitis  .. 

13 

4 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

9 

0 

Pneumonia  (all  other  forms) 

i8 

5 

2 

0 

o 

I 

3 

I 

3 

0 

Other  Diseases  of  Respiratory 

Organs 

I 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis  ... 

5 

3 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Appendicitis  and  Typhlitis 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  ... 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Alcoholism  ... 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Nephritis  and  Bright’s  Disease 

5 

o 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Puerperal-fever 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  accidents  and  diseases  of 

Pregnancy  and  Parturition  ... 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Congenital  Debility  and  Malforma- 

tion,  including  Premature 

Birth  ... 

12 

12 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Violent  Deaths,  excluding  Suicide 

12 

3 

0 

0 

I 

r 

2 

3 

2 

0 

Suicides 

O 

o 

0 

0 

0 

c 

0 

0 

0 

c 

Other  Defined  Diseases  ... 

35 

6 

I 

0 

1 

0 

2 

6 

'9 

0 

Diseases  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

4 

2 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

13 


TABLE  IV. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1913. 

Nett  Deaths  from  stated  Causes  at  various  Ag^es  under 

One  Year  of  Age, 


Cause  of  Death. 

Under  i  Week.  I 

1-2  Weeks.  j 

1  2-3  Weeks.  1 

3-4  Weeks.  | 

Total  under  i 

Month. 

1-3  Months.  1 

3-6  Months.  1 

6-9  Months.  1 

1  9-12  Months.  1 

Total  Deaths 

under  i  Year. 

All  Causes. 

Certified 

A1 

deaths  were  certified 

Uncertified  ... 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

/Small-pox  . 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Chicken-pox 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Measles  . 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Scarlet  Fever 

o 

o 

c 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1  Whooping  Cough . 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

V  Diphtheria  and  Croup  .. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

'  Tuberculous  Meningitis 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Abdominal  Tuberculosis 

O 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Other  Tuberculous  Diseases  ... 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Meningitis 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

I 

Convulsions  ...  ..  ...  *  ... 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

2 

0 

I 

0 

3 

Laryngitis 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

Bronchitis 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

2 

I 

0 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  .. 

o 

0 

0 

I 

I 

3 

I 

I 

0 

6 

/  Diarrhoea 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

(  Enteritis... 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

1 

Gastritis  ... 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Syphilis 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Rickets 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Suffocation,  overlying  ... 

I 

o 

0 

0 

I 

0 

I 

0 

0 

2 

Injury  at  Birth  ... 

0 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

Atelectasis 

2 

o 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

D 

2 

Congenital  Malformations 

I 

o 

0 

0 

I 

0 

0 

0 

0 

I 

Premature  Birth... 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

^  Atrophy,  Debility  and  Marasmus 

5 

I 

I 

0 

7 

3 

0 

I 

0 

II 

Other  Causes 

o 

o 

0 

0 

0 

I 

3 

I 

0 

5 
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TABLE  V. 


SUMMARY  OF  SANITARY  WORK  done  in  the  Nuisance 
Inspector’s  Department  during^  the  Year  1913,  In  the 
Rural  District  of  Walsall. 


Number  of 

Abatement 

Notices. 

Nuisances 
Abated  after 
Notice  by 

Inspections 

and  Oljserva- 

tions  made. 

Defects 

found. 

Informal 

by 

Inspector. 

i 

Formal  by 

j  Authority. 

Inspec-tor.  | 

Authority. 

Dwelling-houses  and  Schools  — 
Foul  Conditions 

I  r 

7 

5 

7 

Structural  Defects  Houses  Inspected 

5^3 

79 

19 

13 

52 

6 

Overcrowding  ... 

6 

6 

6 

6 

5 

— - 

Unfit  for  Habitation  ... 

9 

53 

2 

19 

27 

Lodging-houses  ... 

— 

— 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  ... 

2 1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

— 

Cowsheds 

43 

2 

2 

— - 

2 

— 

Bakehouses 

20 

7 

7 

7 

7 

— 

Slaughter-houses... 

14 

I 

I 

I 

I 

— 

Canal  Boats  (visits  i93).-- 

32 

I 

I 

— - 

I 

— 

Ashpits  and  Privies 

921 

166 

63 

10 

134 

2 

Deposits  of  Refuse  and  Manure 

4 

4 

4 

— 

4 

— 

Water  Closets 

6 1 

23 

14 

14 

17 

2 

House  Drainage — 

Defective  'Traps 

10 

10 

TO 

2 

I  c 

No  Disconnection 

I 

I 

I 

I 

I 

— 

Other  P'aults  ... 

23 

15 

1  0 

— 

1 2 

I 

Water  Supply 

4 

4 

4 

4 

— 

• — - 

Pigsties 

5 

5 

3 

3 

5 

— 

Animals  improperly  kept 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— - 

Offensive  Trades... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Smoke  Nuisances 

— 

— 

— 

• 

- - 

— 

Other  Nuisances... 

17 

9 

4 

— 

9 

— 

Totals  . 

1715 

394 

154 

63 

288 

38 

Food  and  Drugs  Act — Samples  of  Water  taken  for  Analysis,  4. 

,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  condemned  as  unfit  for  use,  4. 

Precautions  against  Infectious  Disease  — 

Houses  Disinfected  after  Infectious  Disease  20 

(Signed)  GEORGE  JACKSON, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


March  6th,  1914. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOP  ACT,  1901. 

REPORT  o-f  the  Medical  Officer  of*  Health  on  the  Administration  of  the  Act  in  the  Sanitary 

District  of*  Walsall  (Rural)  during  the  Year  1913. 
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